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GYMNICH MEETING OF EU FOREIGN MINISTERS 

 
Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger, Bulgarian Junior 
Foreign Affairs Minister Konstantin Dimitrov, and Estonian Foreign 
Minister Urmas Paet at the Gymnich meeting in Córdoba, 6 March.   EFE 
                                                                                                   
European Union Needs Strong External Action Service to 
Help Citizens in Crisis Situations 

6 March - At the informal Gymnich meeting of European Union foreign 
ministers in Córdoba, Spain, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
emphasised that in the interest of making the European Union more 
globally influential and making the union’s foreign service active and 
strong, the European External Action Service (EEAS) should be 
created as quickly as possible. “We need a comprehensive and strong 
European External Action Service that provides substantial support to the 
high representative for foreign affairs and security policy,” Paet asserted. He 
added that when choosing the personnel for the new foreign service, 
geographical balance must be ensured.  
 European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Catherine Ashton gave the foreign ministers an overview of the current 
status of starting up the European External Action Service. Foreign Minister 
Paet stated that Estonia feels that co-operation and information exchange 
between the foreign service and the member states is important and 
necessary. “The EEAS should also have a leading role in planning out financial 
resources, for the sake of the coherency of the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy and development aid,” stated Paet. “We would like for the External 
Action Service to also include aspects of consular work, for example providing 
aid to EU citizens during crisis situations,” he added.  
 Paet stated that the EEAS will increase the unity of the European 
Union foreign and security policy and also ensure that other external activities 
of the EU will be better co-ordinated.   
 The foreign ministers also discussed the EU’s foreign political 
challenges in relations with globally influential nations like China, India and 
Brazil. In terms of political relations and economic co-operation, Brazil is one 
of the European Union’s most important partners in Latin America. Foreign 
Minister Paet noted that the quick signing and implementation an EU-Brazil 
visa freedom agreement would help to intensify co-operation with Brazil.  
 Continued on page 2 

Visa Freedom with Western 
Balkan Countries is Clear 
Intention of EU 

7 March - Within the framework 
of the Gymnich meeting in 
Córdoba, Spain, the European 
Union foreign ministers met 
with their Turkish, Croatian, 
and Macedonian* colleagues to 
discuss accession to the 
European Union and the 
situation in the Western 
Balkans. Foreign Minister Urmas 
Paet stated that Estonia supports 
the EU accession of the Western 
Balkan nations. However, Paet is 
also concerned that reforms have 
slowed down in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. “It is necessary for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina to gain 
visa freedom with the EU and get 
a NATO Membership Action Plan,” 
said Paet. “Giving visa freedom to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
Albania as soon as the 
requirements are fulfilled would 
encourage these nations to keep 
making reforms,” he added.   

The EU foreign ministers also 
discussed reviving peace 
negotiations in the Middle East. 
Foreign Minister Paet stated that 
opportunities for resuming peace 
negotiations between Israel and 
Palestine must be found with the 
support of the international 
community. Estonia feels that the 
active participation of the EU, 
United States and the Arab 
nations, as well as the peaceful 
participation of the Middle East, is 
important for renewing the peace 
process.  
Paet stated that the EU will 
continue to support the Palestinian 
Authority in building up state 
structures based on the reform 
plan of Palestinian Prime Minister 
Salam Fayyad. “The aid of the EU 
must help to increase the 
capability of the Palestinian 
administration to the point where 
it would be capable of fulfilling the 
tasks that stand before an 
independent nation,” stated the 
Estonian foreign minister. 

 *Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 



 
Gymnich 

(continued from page 1) 
“Dragging out the implementation of the agreement 
is unacceptable. We hope that very soon it will be 
possible for citizens of Estonia, Latvia, Malta and 
Cyprus to travel to Brazil without a visa, just like 
other citizens of the EU,” stated Paet.   

Foreign Minister Paet said that the EU should 
include its strategic partner China more in resolving 
global problems such as climate and nuclear issues 
and conflict regions that are in the global spotlight. 
“It is important to move forward with negotiations 
for the partnership and co-operation agreement 
between the European Union and China,” said the 
foreign minister, naming opportunities to advance 
EU-China co-operation.   

While talking about relations between India and 
the European Union, the foreign ministers agreed 
that there is still plenty of room for development in 
political and economic co-operation and named the 
security, trade, climate and energy sectors as 
priorities. “In EU-India relations, Estonia feels it is 
important to focus on co-operation that would 
increase India’s role in stabilising the region, 
especially in contributing to the development of 
Afghanistan and Sri Lanka. We would also like to 
advance co-operation with India in the fight against 
terrorism and piracy and increase security co-
operation in the cyber security field,” said Foreign 
Minister Paet. According to the foreign minister, the 
development of EU-India economic relations would 
also be helped by a broad agreement on trade and 
the protection of investments.   

Gymnich is an informal meeting of the foreign 
ministers of the European Union which gets its name 
from the Gymnich castle near Bonn, where the first 
meeting of its kind took place. 
 
 

FOREIGN NEWS 
Estonia Recognises Holland’s Contribution 
to Stabilising Afghanistan 

8 March - Foreign Minister Urmas Paet and 
Dutch Foreign Minister Maxime Verhagen, in 
Estonia for a visit, discussed the situation in 
Afghanistan. Paet stated that during the next few 
months a situation must be created in which 
responsibility can gradually be handed over to the 
Afghan authorities. “This is an essential step in 
building up the state of Afghanistan. Including the 
Afghans more in stabilising their security situation, 
for example in the security forces of NATO and other 
international organisations or in the Moshtarek 
operation that took place in co-operation with 
Afghan security forces, has already brought good 
results,” stated Foreign Minister Paet.   

Paet said that Estonia is increasing its civil 
contribution in Afghanistan. “This year we plan to 
send five more civilian police officers to the Afghan 
police training centre in Kandahar. We will also 
double our contribution to the European Union Police 
Mission,” said Paet. In addition, Estonia has plans to 
support the Afghan reintegration fund.  

The two also discussed Estonia’s candidacy to be 
the location for the EU IT agency for justice and 
home affairs. “Taking into consideration Estonia’s 
highly developed IT sector, we believe that Estonia 

possesses all the qualifications to be a good location 
for the agency,” stated Foreign Minister Paet. Paet 
added that it is important to adhere to the 2003 
decision of the European Council, according to which 
new European Union agencies should be located in 
new member states. 

In talking about the economic situation more 
generally, the Estonian and Dutch foreign ministers 
agreed that all the euro zone member states must 
follow a responsible economic policy, as it is 
essential for the strength and unity of the euro zone. 
“Upon fulfilling all the requirements, Estonia would 
like to join the euro zone at the beginning of next 
year. Going over to the euro will significantly 
increase confidence in the economic environment for 
Estonian residents and those investing in Estonia,” 
said Paet. The foreign minister stated that Estonia 
will continue supporting investment awareness, 
innovation and education in order to ensure the 
recovery and competitiveness of the economy in the 
long run. 

Foreign Minister Paet noted that co-operation 
between Estonia and Holland has worked well in 
representing each other for the issuing of visas. The 
Netherlands represent Estonia in Kenya and Jordan. 
Estonia represents the Netherlands for the issuing of 
visas in Pskov. The two ministers also discussed 
cultural co-operation between the countries. 
“Groningen University in the Netherlands is one of 
the ten places in the world where it is possible to 
study Estonian,” said Paet.  
 
Serbia Has Estonia’s Support on Path to 
European Union 

9 March - During his meeting with his Serbian 
colleague Vuk Jeremić in Tallinn, Foreign 
Minister Urmas Paet confirmed that Serbia has 
had good results in its European Union 
accession negotiations, carrying out essential 
reforms and continuing its co-operation with 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia (ICTY).  

Paet stated that Serbia continues to prove its 
dedication and desire to accede to the EU. “Estonia 
is a supporter of the European Union’s open-door 
policy so that nations that share common values and 
principles with our member states can be included in 
the union,” Paet asserted. “We completely support 
Serbia’s reform efforts,” he added. Paet believes 
that the European Union’s decision to allow visa-free 
travel to citizens of Serbia, Montenegro and 
Macedonia is very important and that the decision 
made by the EU in December of last year to begin 
implementing an interim stabilisation and 
association agreement with Serbia was a significant 
step in the European Union integration process.   

In talking about advancing bilateral economic 
relations and business contacts, Foreign Minister 
Paet noted that although Estonia has closer 
economic ties with Serbia compared with the other 
Western Balkan nations, there is still definitely room 
for development. “Estonian entrepreneurs are 
interested in, for example, co-operation with Serbia 
in the energy sector,” said Foreign Minister Paet. 
“We hope that business contacts will be further 
inspired when the agreement for the avoidance of 
double taxation between Estonia and Serbia comes 
into effect,” he added.   



Estonian and Latvian Foreign Ministers 
Announce Winner of Translation Award 

10 March - Foreign Minister Urmas Paet and 
Latvian Foreign Minister Māris Riekstiņš 
announced the winner of the Estonian-
Latvian/Latvian-Estonian translation award. 
The prize was awarded to Latvian translator Maima 
Grīnberga. Foreign Minister Urmas Paet stated that 
Maima Grīnberga has translated the works of many 
important Estonian authors into Latvia, including 
those of Jaan Kross, Enn Veetma, and authors of 
books for children and young people such as Aidi 
Vallik, Sass Henno, and Andrus Kivirähk.  

Foreign Minister Paet said that the translation 
award competition shows that Estonian literature is 
in a very good situation—it is translated into Latvian 
and introduced to Latvia by very gifted translators. 
“Only well-interpreted texts reach the readers,” Paet 
stated. The foreign minister also expressed hope 
that in the future more Latvian literature would 
reach Estonian readers than has to date. “We hope 
that in the coming years there will also be some 
Estonian translators in the running for the award,” 
said Paet.  

In the meeting that took place prior to the 
presentation of the translation award, the Estonian 
and Latvian foreign ministers discussed bilateral 
relations and regional co-operation.  

“On 1 March we opened our embassy in Cairo,” 
said Paet, thanking Latvia for successful co-
operation. The Estonian and Latvian embassies in 
Cairo are located in the same building and use some 
shared rooms in addition to their own embassy 
rooms. “The Estonian and Latvian embassies also 
co-operate to provide consular aid to citizens,” said 
Paet. While talking about co-operation in the 
consular sector, the foreign minister also brought up 
Estonia and Latvia’s good co-operation in visa 
representation matters. “We would like to help 
Latvia with issuing visas in Sofia,” Paet stated.  

Both foreign ministers agreed that the decision 
regarding the creation of the European External 
Action Service needs to be approved as quickly as 
possible. Foreign Minister Urmas Paet said that both 
Estonia and Latvia have supported the idea that the 
common foreign service should also include aspects 
of consular co-operation. “The External Action 
Service can only get a successful start if the 
recruitment policy is transparent and the choices are 
made based on professionalism,” Paet added.  
 
Prime Minister Ansip Praised Actions of 
Latvian Colleague’s Government 

10 March - During his meeting with Latvian 
Foreign Minister Māris Riekstiņš, Prime 
Minister Andrus Ansip said that the Latvian 
government has done a great job with 
conducting structural reforms.  

“The Latvian government has managed to 
conduct several structural reforms and you must be 
praised for this,” said the head of the Estonian 
government when meeting with the Latvian foreign 
minister. According to Ansip, Latvia has set a good 
example for other member states of the European 
Union on how to save on public sector expenses.  
At the meeting, it was declared that the economic 
situation is improving in both Estonia and Latvia. 
According to the flash-estimation of Statistics 
Estonia, Estonia’s gross domestic product increased 
last year by 2.6% in the fourth quarter compared to 

the third quarter, which, according to the data 
published by Eurostat, is the highest rate of growth 
in the European Union. Latvian GDP dropped by 
3.2% in the fourth quarter compared to the third. In 
the annual comparison, Latvian gross domestic 
product decreased in the fourth quarter by 17.9% 
and Estonian by 9.4%.  

According to both Ansip and Riekstiņš, the 
cooperation of the two countries during the 
economic crisis has been great. Both were also sure 
that Estonia’s accession to the Eurozone will support 
the economy of the entire region.  
 

 
Prime Minister Andrus Ansip with Latvian 
Foreign Minister Māris Riekstiņš, 10 March.  
 
Poland Considers Estonia Joining Euro 
Zone Important for All Central and 
Eastern Europe 

5 March - Today in Warsaw Prime Minister 
Andrus Ansip met with the Polish head of 
government, Donald Tusk.  

When speaking about Estonia’s goal of joining the 
euro zone, the prime minister noted that many 
difficult decisions and a lot of hard work have been 
done in the name of the goal. "Estonia has had a 
clear strategy: a responsible financial policy, the 
efficient adoption of EU funds, reliance upon the 
savings collected in the good years, significant 
cutting of public sector expenses and structural 
reforms," listed Ansip. The prime minister stated 
that Estonia has by now fulfilled the Maastricht 
criteria.  

Ansip also noted that the fast adaptation of the 
Estonian economy would not have been possible 
without support from the public. The prime minister 
added that according to the Eurobarometer, the 
support of the people for the government has even 
increased during the hard times. “In Europe, Estonia 
ranks 8th in public support, with 47%.”   

It was emphasised by both sides that the criteria 
for joining the euro zone cannot be changed. Donald 
Tusk recognised the activity of Estonia towards 
achieving the euro goal. According to him, Estonia’s 
adoption of the euro has a distinct meaning for all of 
Central and Eastern Europe. “The expansion of the 
euro zone is very important for Poland as well, and 
our success depends on your success," said Tusk at 
the press conference that followed the meeting.   

At the meeting, Prime Minister Ansip also 
discussed in greater detail Estonia’s wish to be the 
home country of the IT agency when it is 
established. Poland agreed that the earlier 
agreements of the European Union must be fulfilled 
and according to those, the agency to be established 
must be located in a new member state.
 “Considering Estonia’s experience in the field of 
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IT, you are a great candidate for the home country 
of the agency,” Tusk said at the press conference.
 When discussing the relations between the two 
countries, both parties stated that these are very 
good. “Poland is probably the only major power who 
can understand Estonia without words,” said Prime 
Minister Ansip, referring to the countries’ common 
experience in history. The prime minister also 
thanked Poland for security co-operation. Polish 
fighters have repeatedly defended Baltic airspace in 
the framework of the NATO air-policing mission. 
 
Estonian and Czech Prime Ministers Meet 
in Prague 

7 March - Prime Minister Andrus Ansip met in 
Prague with the leader of the Czech 
government, Jan Fischer, to talk about matters 
relating to the European Union, the economic 
situation and Estonia’s adoption of the euro in 
2011.   

The Czech prime minister was interested in how 
Estonia has managed to keep the government sector 
deficit under 3% of GDP during the recession.  
Ansip explained that reserves that were collected 
during good times, and remarkable budget cuts and 
structural reforms have allowed for Estonia’s 
finances to be kept under control during the 
recession. “In Estonia, we have made decisions 
regarding finances and social policies that have 
influenced everyone,” he said.   

“At the same time I consider it important that in 
these difficult times the government did not cut 
pensions, but increased them instead,” Ansip said. 
He added that this was the only possible solution in 
a situation where Estonia’s pensioners face a very 
high risk of poverty. “Instead of cutting the pensions 
we found other areas for saving, with the most cuts 
having been made in the public sector,” he 
explained.  

Czech Prime Minister Jan Fischer commended the 
Estonian government’s actions in fulfilling the 
Maastricht criteria and gave assurance that he 
supports Estonia’s adoption of the euro.   

Prime Minister Ansip also congratulated the 
Czech Republic on its all-time best performance in 
the Vancouver Winter Olympics, where Czech 
athletes won a total of six medals. 
 
 

DOMESTIC NEWS 
Confucius Institute to be Established at 
Tallinn University 

6 March (BNS) - The rector of Tallinn University, 
Rein Raud, flew to China on Saturday to 
complete the process of establishing a 
Confucius Institute at Tallinn University that 
started one and a half years ago.  

An agreement with the Confucius Institute 
headquarters in Beijing has already been signed and 
on Tuesday Raud will sign an agreement at the 
Estonian embassy in the Chinese capital with the 
new partner university, the Guangxi University in 
Nanning. 

Spokespeople for Tallinn University said the 
establishment of the Confucius Institute was an 
important step for the university that will help in the 
future to further promote the teaching of Chinese 
language and culture, which already has a long 
tradition at Tallinn University. 

In addition to academic studies of all levels, the 
institute will offer courses in language, culture and 
knowledge of Chinese society to everyone interested 
in these topics. Thanks to the partner university in 
Nanning, it will be easier and cheaper for Estonian 
students of Chinese and others to go to China to 
study the language in the future. 

In economic terms the creation of the institute 
means that China will contribute financially to the 
institute's work equally with Tallinn University, which 
definitely will help keep the quality of teaching on a 
good level and ensure that teaching takes place in 
necessary volumes, said the rector.  

The rector thanked the Estonian Ministry of 
Education and Research and the Chinese embassy 
for their help that made the project possible and 
highlighted the university's close interaction with the 
Confucius Institute in Helsinki.  
 
Women in Estonia Live 11 Years Longer 
Than Men 

8 March (BNS) - During the last decade, life 
expectancy for both men and women has had a 
rising trend in Estonia, but currently the 
difference between men's and women's life 
expectancy is nearly 11 years. 

According to Statistics Estonia, the life 
expectancy in the country in 2008 was the highest 
of all time, 79.2 years for women and 68.6 years for 
men. In ten years, life expectancy for women has 
increased by 3.5 and for men by four years. 

But the statistical office points out that despite 
the rise, the average life expectancy in Estonia is 
shorter than in most EU countries. In the EU the 
average life expectancy was 82.2 years from women 
and 76.1 years for men. Women live longer in all 
European countries than men, but the difference in 
the life expectancy of men and women, nearly 11 
years, is one of the highest in the European Union. 
Due to longer life expectancy there are twice as 
many women aged more than 65 than men of the 
same age. According to statistics for 2008, women 
live healthy for 57 years and men 53 years.  

Last year there were 8% more women than men 
in Estonia. Although more boys than girls are born 
every year, women outnumber men starting from 
the 35th year of age. The reason has been men's 
early mortality, mainly due to accidents and injuries.
 According to the population forecast the average 
life expectancy for women will rise to 80.4 and for 
men 78.4 years by 2050. Although women's life 
expectancy was already close to the forecast for 
2050 in 2008, men remained ten years short of that 
target, Statistics Estonia said. According to the 
forecast, the gender balance of the population will 
improve and women's numerical majority will shift 
to the early 60s instead of the present 35th year of 
age. 
 
 

ECONOMIC NEWS 
Eesti Post to Invest EUR 9.6 Mln in 
Expansion in Baltics 

11 March (BNS) - The state-owned postal 
company AS Eesti Post is planning to invest 
150 million kroons (EUR 9.6 mln) in expanding 
its logistics service into Latvia and Lithuania.  

"Our major corporate clients have expressed the 
wish that there be a common solution available in 
the three Baltic countries," Eesti Post board member 
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Aavo Karmas told reporters on Thursday. The 
company already has taken the first steps in that 
direction, he said. "We have made a tentative 
business plan and charted the needs of customers," 
Karmas said. 

The main question now is whether the company 
will expand on its own or do it in collaboration with 
local enterprises.  

The chairman of the supervisory board of Eesti 
Post, Meelis Atonen, said expansion was necessary 
because it was difficult for Eesti Post to be 
successful in such a small market as the market of 
Estonia. Ahti Kallaste, the postal company's CEO, 
pointed out that competition on the market was 
intense and volumes had fallen in all segments. He 
named the overall decline of the economy as the 
main reason for this. 

Eesti Post earned a net profit of 2.2 million 
kroons in 2009. Its budgeted revenues for 2010 
stand at 748.2 million kroons and costs at 737.6 
million kroons. 
 
Number of Foreigners Staying in Hotels in 
January Jumps 18 Percent on Year  

11 March (BNS) - In January, 73 000 foreign 
tourists stayed in accommodation 
establishments in Estonia, 18% more than in 
the same month in 2009, Statistics Estonia said 
on Thursday. The overall number of foreign and 
domestic tourists that used the services of 
accommodation establishments during the month 
was 123 000, 9% more than in January 2009. 

Eighty-one percent of the foreign tourists stayed 
in accommodation establishments in Tallinn, 5% in 
Pärnu and 3% in Tartu. Compared to January of the 
previous year, the number of foreign tourists 
increased in the accommodation establishments of 
the major cities and of many counties alike. 
Compared to January 2009, one-fifth more foreign 
tourists stayed in accommodation establishments of 
Tallinn and 28% more in accommodation 
establishments of Valga County.  

The increase in the number of foreign tourists in 
the accommodation establishments of Tallinn and 
Valga County was attributable to the international 
winter and extreme sports events that took place in 
Tallinn and in Otepää.  

Seventy-one percent of the accommodated 
foreign tourists arrived in Estonia for a holiday, one-
fifth were on a business trip, and the rest had some 
other reason for visiting Estonia. 

Forty percent of the clients of accommodation 
establishments were domestic tourists. The share of 
domestic tourists in accommodation establishments 
decreased 5 percentage points compared with 
January 2009. 1 200 fewer domestic tourists than in 
January 2009 used the services of accommodation 
establishments. Half of the domestic tourists were 
on a holiday and 29% on a business trip. 

In January 739 accommodation establishments 
with 16 500 rooms and 36 100 beds offered their 
services to tourists. The average room occupancy 
rate was 29%, two percentage points higher than in 
January 2009. The average cost of a night in an 
accommodation establishment was 404 kroons (EUR 
25.8). The average cost of a guest night continues 
to decline, being 45 kroons cheaper in January this 
year than in January 2009. 
 
 
 

Estonian Railway Posts 13.9 Percent 
Increase in February Freight Shipments 

10 March (BNS) - A total of 2.33 million tons of 
goods and commodities were transported on 
the infrastructure of the Estonian state-owned 
rail company Eesti Raudtee in February, 13.9% 
more than during the same month a year ago.  

Once again, the year-on-year increase was the 
result of significantly bigger oil shale shipments 
within the country, Eesti Raudtee told BNS. 
Compared with January 2010, freight shipments 
were down 9%. 

During 2009, shipments on the infrastructure of 
Eesti Raudtee amounted to 25.38 million tons, 
marking a 2.7% reduction from 2008. Eesti Raudtee 
expects shipments during 2010 to reach 23 million 
tons.  
 
Productivity on Basis of Production 
Climbs 5.2 Percent on Year in Q4 

9 March (BNS) - Productivity on the basis of 
production in Estonia was 5.2% higher in the 
final quarter of 2009 than in the same period 
of 2008, figures made available by Statistics 
Estonia on Tuesday show.  

Productivity on the basis of production totalled 
302 000 kroons (EUR 19 300) in the fourth quarter 
of 2009 and 287 000 kroons in the fourth quarter of 
2008. Compared with the third quarter, the fourth 
quarter figure was 12.3% bigger.  

In manufacturing productivity on the basis of 
production stood at 274 000 kroons and in mining at 
211 000 kroons, compared with respectively 
264,000 kroons and 214 000 kroons in the final 
quarter of 2008.  

In the production of electricity and thermal 
energy the figure was 841 000 kroons in Q4 2009, 
up from 826 000 kroons a year ago. 
 
 

CULTURAL NEWS 
St. John’s Church of St. Petersburg 
Receives Steeple 

8 March (BNS) - The lifting of the steeple onto 
St. John's Church of St. Petersburg proceeded 
faultlessly on Sunday, and as a result the first 
stage of the restoration of the church of the 
Estonian congregation in St. Petersburg was 
completed. 

The lifting of the 6.5-ton steeple with its gilt 
cross brought the height of the building to 38 
meters, giving St. John's back its original 
appearance after an interval of 80 years, Eesti 
Kontsert (Estonian Concert) informed BNS.  

The cross at the top the steeple, made by the 
contributions of Estonians who studied at the 
schools of St. Petersburg and Leningrad, was 
consecrated in the interior of St. John's on Saturday. 
A weather-proof capsule with the names of the 137 
donors, an issue of the newspaper Peterburi Teataja 
(St. Petersburg Herald) and one of Eesti Kirik 
(Estonian Church), as well as a copy of the 
administrative agreement between the St. John's 
congregation and Eesti Kontsert was place into the 
ball below the cross.  

According to Eesti Kontsert, talks over the second 
phase of the restoration of the church have now 
come to the final stretch and the plans are to open 
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the restored church on the Estonian Independence 
anniversary next February. 

St. John's of St. Petersburg was inaugurated in 
1860. Funds for its building were collected by means 
of donations all over Estonia and even the Russian 
state gave its contribution, with Alexander II 
deciding to support the building with 55 000 roubles 
at the Finance Minister's proposal.  

The Neo-Romanesque church had an 18-fathom 
spire with a gilt cross, a sumptuous main entrance, 
an altar, pulpit, choir, organ and two large gilt 
chandeliers. The church had 800 seats and it 
accommodated a total of 2 000 people. 

Preparations for the restoration of the building 
started in the 1990s. 
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