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ANNUAL FOREIGN POLICY ADDRESS IN 
RIIGIKOGU 

Foreign Minister Paet Focuses on Security, 
Economic Policy, European Union 

11 February - In his foreign policy address today in 
Riigikogu, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet focused on 
security, external economic policy, and the European 
Union. In talking about NATO, Paet emphasised that Estonia is 
actively involved in the formulation of NATO’s new Strategic 
Concept for the first time. “It is important for Estonia to use the 
opportunity to participate in the shaping of the Alliance’s 
fundamental strategy,” he said. “The meeting of the NATO 
foreign ministers where the new Strategic Concept will be 
discussed will take place in Tallinn, which confirms that NATO is 
visible in Estonia and in the Baltic states and that our security 
is better ensured than ever before,” Paet noted to the 
Riigikogu.  

Foreign Minister Paet stated that the basis for NATO’s 
activity is the principle of collective defence established in the 
fourth and fifth articles of the charter and military capability 
and preparedness. “These pillars must remain in NATO’s new 
Strategic Concept, and in this matter the allies share the same 
view,” Paet asserted. “The backbone of the Concept must 
consist of NATO’s visibility, credibility, and the clear expression 
of its capabilities. We must devote just as much attention to 
dealing with both conventional and new security risks, such as 
cyber defence and energy security,” he stressed. 

“One essential component of the new concept is the open 
relationship and unity among the European allies. Another is 
taking into account the concerns and uncertainties of other 
states, including in economic transactions that may seem to be 
advantageous at first but are accompanied by security 
implications,” Paet added.  

In addressing external economic policy, the foreign minister 
said that Asia, as well as the Middle East, will be shifting more 
and more into our foreign policy focus over the next few years. 
“In addition to developing bilateral economic and political 
relations, Estonia’s presence in these parts of the world will 
enable us to participate more actively in the formulation of the 
EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy,” Paet stated. The 
foreign minister also spoke about Estonia’s impending 
accessions to the OECD and the euro zone. 

In his speech, the foreign minister emphasised the 
importance of European Union Eastern Partnership. In spring of 
2009 Eastern Partnership became an official policy of the EU. 
“Estonia supports bringing relations between the European 
Union and its Eastern Partners to the next level. Here we 
especially have in mind the concluding of Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements (DCFTA), the ultimate 
objective being a common free trade area,” said Paet. There is 
a plan to establish an Eastern Partnership Training Centre in 
Tallinn to give practical support to our Eastern partners. “The 
first full-scale training seminar will already take place this April. 
We are also prepared to establish an Eastern Partnership 
training centre here in Tallinn similar to the Mediterranean 
Academy in Malta,” stated Paet.  

The full text of the speech can be found on the Foreign 
Ministry’s website: http://www.vm.ee/?q=en/node/9002.  

FOREIGN NEWS 

 
Kristina Šmigun-Vähi skiing in the 
Women’s 10k Cross-Country Race in 
Vancouver, 15 February.  
 
Kristina Šmigun-Vähi Wins Silver in 
Women’s Olympic 10k Cross-Country 
Race 

15 February - Today in Vancouver, 
Estonian cross-country skier Kristina 
Šmigun-Vähi won the silver medal in the 
Women’s 10k Cross-Country race, 6.6 
seconds behind gold medal winner 
Charlotte Kalla of Sweden. The Estonian 
skier’s silver-winning time was 25 minutes, 
05.0 seconds. Šmigun-Vähi’s silver joins the 
two gold medals she won during the last 
winter Olympics in Turin, in the Women’s 10k 
Classical race and 15k Pursuit. Šmigun-Vähi 
told Estonian Television that although she had 
wanted to win the gold medal, she was 
satisfied also with silver. She said the track 
was difficult but fast. 
 
Estonia and Slovenia Will Join OECD 
Together 

10 February - During his meeting in Tallinn 
with Slovenian Foreign Minister Samuel 
Žbogar, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet said 
that Estonia and Slovenia’s accession 
negotiations with the OECD have gone 
smoothly and, like Estonia, Slovenia 
wishes to complete negotiations this 
spring. “We will join the OECD together,” 
Paet added. The Slovenian foreign minister 
expressed support for Estonia’s endeavours to 
adopt the euro and for Estonia’s candidacy to 
be the location for the EU IT agency for justice 
and home affairs.  
 One topic discussed was developments in 
the Western Balkans. Foreign Minister Paet 
stated that Estonia firmly supports the EU 
prospects of the Western Balkan countries. 
 Continued on page 2 
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Slovenia 

(continued from page 1) 
“What is important is the consistent implementation 
of reforms and making progress within the country, 
as a result of which European Union membership will 
be achieved,” Paet emphasised. The foreign 
ministers also spent some time talking about 
Kosovo. Foreign Minister Paet emphasised that 
Kosovo’s stable and co-operation-based 
development is of key importance. Estonia has 
contributed to ensuring stability in Kosovo for years 
already, taking part in various international 
missions.  
At their meeting the foreign ministers also discussed 
matters related to Eastern Partnership. “The Eastern 
partners themselves must want to actively use the 
opportunities offered by partnership, while at the 
same time the European Union member states must 
contribute to the development of Eastern 
Partnership states,” said Paet. 
 

 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet with Slovenian 
Foreign Minister Samuel Žbogar, 10 February 
 
Mission of Estonian Health Care Expert in 
Afghanistan Extended 

14 February - The Foreign Ministry is extending 
the mission of health care expert Anu Raisma, 
who works to co-ordinate development co-
operation in Helmand Province in Afghanistan, 
by half a year to the end of July this year.  

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet stated that 
Afghanistan is still one of the primary destinations 
for Estonian development co-operation and among 
our aid projects, health care is in a crucial position 
because it allows for actual improvement of the 
standard of living in Afghanistan. “With its aid 
projects in Afghanistan, Estonia has focused on 
building up the medical system in Helmand Province. 
As a result of the work of the health care expert, our 
health care aid project has been able to support the 
development of medical care in Helmand,” said the 
foreign minister. “However, there is still much to be 
done. In Helmand Province, which has a population 
comparable to that of Estonia, there are only slightly 
more than 1300 people in the health care sector and 
fewer than 100 of them are doctors,” Paet noted.  

The primary responsibility of the Estonian health 
care expert is co-ordinating the building up of 
Helmand Province’s network of medical 
establishments, emergency medical service, and 
other elements of the health care sector.  

Anu Raisma, a member of the NPO Mondo, has 
long-time experience in the health care sector and 

has participated in missions in various crisis areas in 
Indonesia and Pakistan under the auspices of the 
Estonian Disaster Relief Team. Raisma has been a 
member of the Disaster Relief Team since 1999.    

There are about 1.4 million people living in 
Helmand Province and fewer than 100 doctors. 
There are medical aid stations in the larger 
centrums of the region such as Musa Oala, Kajaki, 
Sangin and Naw Zad, but these are merely primary 
health care stations, and many of them lack a fully 
trained doctor.  
 
Paet Meets with Secretary General of the 
OECD in Paris 

 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet with Secretary 
General of the OECD Angel Gurría, 18 February. 
 
18 February - Secretary General of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) Angel Gurría confirmed in 
his meeting with Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
in Paris that the decision to accept Estonia as a 
member of the OECD would be made this 
spring. Paet and Gurría signed the agreement of 
privileges and immunities between Estonia and the 
OECD.   

Foreign Minister Paet said that the invitation to 
join the OECD is high recognition of Estonia’s 
development thus far. “The Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development is an 
expert centre that analyses the economy and the 
development of society. For Estonia, joining the 
OECD is a chance to share world-class expert 
information and contribute to this information with 
our own experiences,” he said.   

The agreement of privileges and immunities 
signed in Paris today is based on OECD standards 
and guarantees the autonomy of OECD analyses. 
“Estonia and the other OECD nations confirm that 
they will ensure the independent work of the 
organisation’s experts, free of interference,” Paet 
said, explaining the content of the agreement that is 
a requirement for joining the organisation.   

Paet noted that the OECD has already compiled 
many high-level analyses about Estonia that have 
been very useful. “For example, the first economic 
review of Estonia published in 2009 attracted great 
attention and inspired discussions on Estonia’s 
economic policy,” said Paet. “Estonia is a like-
minded state to the other OECD members, and the 
organisation’s goals are also important to us: 
economic growth, raising the standard of living, and 



helping the development of global trade,” stressed 
the Estonian foreign minister.   

The OECD is a forum for industrially developed 
democratic nations which is based in Paris. It was 
established by nineteen nations on 30 September 
1961, and its predecessor was the Organisation for 
European Economic Co-operation (OEEC), which was 
created after World War II to administer American 
and Canadian aid for rebuilding Europe (the Marshall 
Plan). In January of 2010 Chile also signed an 
accession agreement with the OECD and will become 
a full member like Estonia once the domestic 
proceedings end.   

Estonia was invited to begin accession 
negotiations with the OECD in 2007. After its 
signing, the agreement of privileges and immunities 
must be ratified by the Riigikogu.  

 
Prime Ministers of Estonia and Japan 
Hope for Collaboration in IT Sector 

15 February – Prime Minister Andrus Ansip met 
today with Japan’s head of government, Yukio 
Hatoyama. Both stressed the very good terms the 
two countries were on as well as the intention to 
intensify economic collaboration, particularly in the 
IT and communications technology sectors. The 
meeting focused mainly on opportunities for 
collaboration related to public sector e-services.  
Prime Minister Ansip elaborated on both e-voting, e-
Tax Board and other more common Internet-based 
services in Estonia – amongst other things, the 
popularity of online banking. His Japanese 
counterpart noted that there was great interest in 
applications for e-government as well as for the 
Estonian ID card.   

Speaking about Estonia-Japan relations, both 
parties noted that at a political level, including in 
international organisations, collaboration was very 
good. Amongst other things, Estonia-Japan joint 
activity in rebuilding the health care system in 
Afghanistan was addressed.   

At the meeting, the prime minister introduced his 
Japanese colleague to Estonia’s goals to join OECD 
this year and to adopt the euro from the beginning 
of next year. Japan’s prime minister acknowledged 
the consistency of Estonia’s financial policy. “I hope 
that joining the euro zone will lend further impetus 
to Estonia’s development,” Yukio Hatoyama said.   

At the meeting, Yukio Hatoyama also introduced 
Prime Minister Ansip to Hideaki Hoshi, soon to 
assume the post of the Ambassador of Japan to 
Estonia. Heretofore, Japan has been represented in 
Tallinn by a chargé d'affaires, with the Ambassador 
assigned to Estonia residing in Helsinki. Next year 
will see the 20th anniversary of the re-establishment 
of Estonia-Japan diplomatic ties.   

Both prime ministers also acknowledged the 
important role of Baruto – Kaido Höövelson – in 
bringing Estonia and Japan closer to together. 
“Baruto has a big role in promoting Estonia-Japan 
relations,” Prime Minister Ansip said. “Thanks to 
him, Estonians know a great deal more about Japan 
than one might think. Baruto has done a really big 
job in popularising sumo wrestling and, more 
broadly, all of Japanese culture in Estonia,” he 
observed.  
 

Ansip Introduced Estonia’s Strengths to 
Potential Co-operation Partners in Tokyo 

16 February – Andrus Ansip’s working visit to 
Japan continued today. At a meeting in the 
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of 
Japan the discussion centred around trade, 
energy and transit between Estonia and Japan 
and economic co-operation between the 
European Union and Japan. Both parties 
recognised great development potential concerning 
the latter topic.   

When discussing energy, the prime minister 
stated that next to oil and natural gas the entire 
world is focusing more and more attention on 
alternative energy sources, including oil shale. “Oil 
shale processing has been under development in 
Estonia for more than 100 years and the resulting 
knowledge will definitely attract more interest from 
the world in the future,” the prime minister said. At 
the same time, he stated that Estonia needs 
investors to accompany the field specific knowledge, 
who would be interested in participating in new oil 
shale processing related projects. The prime 
minister also spoke about Estonia's plans to diversify 
energy production with nuclear energy and that 
Japan's valuable experience and knowledge in this 
field would prove of interest to Estonia.   

Today Prime Minister Ansip also visited the 
headquarters of Mitsubishi Motors with an eight-
member business delegation, where Estonia's 
possibilities to transport Japan's cars and car parts 
to Russia were introduced in greater detail. 
“Estonia's advantages are deep ports and the same 
railway width as Russia, providing an opportunity for 
the quickest transport of overseas trade flows to 
inland destinations,” Ansip said. According to the 
prime minister, some Japanese manufacturers have 
already discovered Estonia's logistical advantage 
and have chosen this route for their goods to the 
Eastern-European region.  
 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet Opens 
Honorary Consulate in Bordeaux 

 
Estonian Ambassador to France Margus Rava, 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet, Estonian 
Honorary Consul in Bordeaux Christian Roger 
Emmanuel de Barillon, and Estonian Consul in 
France Celia Kuningas-Saagpakk, 16 February.  
 
16 February - Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
opened the Estonian Honorary Consulate in 
Bordeaux. It is the fifth Estonian honorary 
consulate in France. The Estonian honorary consul in 
Bordeaux is Christian Roger Emmanuel de Barillon.  
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During the opening, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
noted that the honorary consulate will help us 
introduce Estonia in Bordeaux and in France as a 
whole. “Tallinn and Bordeaux both belong to the list 
of cities on the UNESCO World Heritage list,” said 
Foreign Minister Paet, adding that the cities could 
have active co-operation in student exchange, 
tourism, economics and culture. “Our new honorary 
consul has long-time experience working in the 
financial sector and many contacts in the local 
chamber of commerce, so we hope that we can start 
up various co-operation projects on the initiative of 
the honorary consul,” said Paet.  

The new Estonian honorary consul Christian 
Roger Emmanuel de Barillon stated that Bordeaux is 
a famous port city that has developed an active 
consular network with 33 honorary consuls. The 
honorary consul also said that the opening of the 
Estonian Honorary Consulate in Bordeaux offers a 
good opportunity to better introduce Estonia. The 
honorary consul believes it is important to develop 
economic and cultural ties as well as co-operation in 
the information technology sector.  

The consular area covered by the Estonian 
Honorary Consulate is the Aquitaine region in south-
western France. The honorary consulate is located at 
14 Place des Quinconces, 33000 Bordeaux, France. 
The honorary consul can be reached by phone at 
+33 556 51 13 25 or by email at chdebda@club-
internet.fr. 

Christian Roger Emmanuel de Barillon was born 
in 1938 in Bordeaux. He graduated from the 
economics department at the University of 
Bordeaux. The honorary consul has been involved in 
banking for many years, working in different regions 
of France. Christian Roger Emmanuel de Barillon 
also worked for several years as the financial and 
administrative counsellor to the former prime and 
foreign minister of France Alain Marie Juppé. 
Christian Roger Emmanuel de Barillon visited Estonia 
for the first time in 2006. The honorary consul 
speaks French and English.  

In addition to the new honorary consul in 
Bordeaux, Estonia has four other honorary consuls 
in France in Toulouse, Lyon, Nancy, and Lille.  
 
Estonian Tourism Sector Recovering from 
Economic Decline 

12 February - At the opening of the tourism fair 
“Tourest 2010” at the Eesti Näitused exhibition 
centre, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet said that 
tourism is an important branch of Estonian 
economics. Although the global economic crisis has 
reduced travel activity, Foreign Minister Paet said 
that positive signs give hope for improvement in the 
situation. For example, last year the number of 
foreign tourists in December was already 12% 
higher than in the year before. “Last year 14% more 
Russian tourists visited Estonia than in the previous 
year. It was also a record year for visitors coming 
through the Port of Tallinn and for cruise passengers 
visiting Estonia,” listed Foreign Minister Paet as 
examples.  

The foreign minister stated that the primary goal 
of consular services is to offer Estonian citizens, and 
also citizens of other countries when necessary, 
consular aid and to share recommendations for how 
to avoid problems while travelling. “Estonian citizens 
have required the most consular aid in the countries 
that are the most frequent travel destinations. Last 
year the Foreign Ministry and our representations 

provided consular aid on 579 occasions,” said Paet. 
Last year the countries most visited by Estonians 
were Finland, Turkey, Egypt, Greece, and Spain. 
Estonian citizens also received consular aid from the 
representations of other European Union member 
states in places where Estonia does not have its own 
embassy or honorary consul.  

Paet stated that the Foreign Ministry and the 
network of foreign representations and honorary 
consuls do their part to actively introduce Estonia as 
a tourism destination. In 2009, 2.1 million domestic 
and foreign tourists used Estonian accommodation 
establishments.  

Foreign Minister Paet said that the Foreign 
Ministry also works actively to make applying for a 
Schengen visa for travel to Estonia easier in 
countries where Estonia does not have its own 
representation. “Visa representation agreements 
help for nations in the Schengen area to be 
represented as widely as possible all over the 
world.This kind of co-operation makes it easier to 
get an Estonian visa in countries where we don’t 
have our own embassy. At the moment, Estonia is 
represented through co-operation with 11 European 
Union member states for visa matters in 77 
countries,” Paet explained.  

Last year Estonia concluded many new co-
operation agreements with European Union member 
states in the Schengen area for representation in the 
issuing of visas. In Russia, those who wish to travel 
to Estonia can apply for visas using a courier 
service, so that those in the more distant areas of 
the country do not need to travel to the embassy.  
 
 

DOMESTIC NEWS 
Over Quarter of Million People File 
Income Tax Forms Electronically in First 
Two Days 

17 February - Within the first two days of being 
able to file an electronic income tax 
declaration, over a third of people have done 
so. As of this morning, over 250 000 people had 
submitted their income tax forms the Estonian Tax 
and Customs Board, which makes up over a third of 
the total expected to submit income tax 
declarations.  

The ability to file electronically was opened on 
Sunday night, and the next morning 80 000 people 
had already filed their income tax declarations. In 
total, about 667 000 people are expected to make 
declarations this year.  

Last year 675 000 people filed income tax 
declarations and 90% of them did so over the 
internet.  
 
 

ECONOMIC NEWS 
Standard & Poor’s Upgrades Outlook on 
Estonia’s Rating 

12 February (BNS) - The ratings agency 
Standard & Poor's on Thursday raised Estonia's 
credit rating outlook from negative to stable, 
citing the prospect that the country would 
adopt the euro next year. Standard & Poor's left 
Estonia's A- rating unchanged.  

"Estonia has stabilised its public finances, which 
significantly increases its prospects for euro zone 
accession in 2011," S&P's Frankfurt-based Kai 
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Stukenbrock and London-based Frank Gill said in a 
statement. 

"The outlook reflects our view of Estonia's 
improving economic flexibility and the prospect of 
near-term euro zone accession against the 
challenges inherent in adapting the economy to 
lessen its reliance on external funds," the statement 
said. 

"Today's decision by S&P once again indicates 
that the impact of the global crisis on Estonia is 
passing and according to foreign observers, too, our 
economy is balancing off. We can say that further 
developments on ratings will therefore depend more 
on ordinary factors, so to speak, such as our ability 
to increase productivity of the economy and to 
maintain a conservative fiscal policy," Bank of 
Estonia Vice President Märten Ross said. 

He added that "in the estimate of the ratings 
agency, accession to the euro zone will reduce 
Estonia's vulnerability on the condition that fiscal 
behavior by the public sector and also the private 
sector will not become laxer," Ross said. 

The ratings agency said in its conclusions that 
the Estonian labor market and the market for 
services and goods have rapidly adapted to the 
changed economic situation, external balance has 
improved, and the government has been successful 
in consolidating public sector expenditures, the Bank 
of Estonia said. "The ratings reflect, in our view, the 
clear commitment of the country's political parties to 
support and implement budgetary and structural 
policies to address the effects of severe economic 
recession, anchor the currency board arrangement, 
and safeguard public finances," S&P said.  

It said Estonia's economy is likely to have 
contracted by more than 14% in 2009 because the 
large external imbalances and double-digit credit 
growth of the past decade were no longer 
sustainable. S&P said it expects the Estonian 
economy to stabilize in 2010 and expand by about 
3%. 

The agency said it estimates the general 
government deficit to have been 2.6% of GDP in 
2009, and that it would remain broadly unchanged 
in 2010. The general government budget should 
then gradually return to balance by 2013. 

Last week, the rating agency Fitch raised the 
outlook on Estonia's rating from negative to stable 
and affirmed the rating at BBB+.  
 
Estonian Gas Company Posts New 
January Sales Record for Decade 

12 February (BNS) - AS Eesti Gaas, the natural 
gas importer and distributor in Estonia, sold 
117 million cubic meters of gas in January, 
more than in any other month of January in the 
past decade.  

"Definitely the reason here was the unusually 
long period of cold. For instance in Tallinn, which is 
the highest-consumption area for us, the month's 
average air temperature was minus 11 degrees," 
Eesti Gaas marketing chief Marge Randmaa told 
BNS.  

In January 2009 the average air temperature in 
the Tallinn area was minus two degrees Celsius and 
in January 2008 it was minus 0.5 degrees.  

"Another extraordinary thing compared with the 
previous years was that the average air temperature 
was minus 10 degrees or lower for 14 days in a 
row," Randmaa said.  

Sales of gas by Eesti Gaas in February will not 
reach the January figure, ending probably at less 
than 100 million cubic meters, Randmaa said.  
 
Port of Tallinn Confirms Interest in 
Kazakh Goods 

11 February (BNS) - Like Eesti Raudtee (Estonian 
Railway), the state-owned Tallinna Sadam 
(Port of Tallinn) has also confirmed interest in 
Kazakh goods. Board chairman of Tallinna Sadam 
Ain Kaljurand told BNS that at the railway forum in 
Tallinn, Kazakh Railway representatives said that 
they were interested in carrying their goods via Eesti 
Raudtee and Tallinna Sadam. 

Kaljurand said that Kazakh Railway wanted to 
carry through Estonia two million tons of oil products 
and 600 000 to 800 000 tons of grain a year.  

No concrete agreement had been signed yet but 
Tallinna Sadam is prepared for it, Kaljurand said. He 
said that the issue of the carriage of goods would 
certainly come under discussion at a meeting of 
Kazakh and Estonian government committees on 10 
March.  

He added that the carriage of goods was now 
obstructed by the Russian Railway carriage tariff but 
Russian Railway said at the meeting that it was 
prepared to revise the terms.  

During its last fall's visit to Kazakhstan Tallinna 
Sadam suggested the building of a terminal and 
distribution centre of Kazakh goods in the eastern 
part of the Muuga Harbour for where opportunities 
also exist. 

The Kazakhs have also been offered the 
opportunity of using the existing terminals.  

 
Statoil to Buy Motor Fuel from Finland, 
Norway This Year 

11 February (BNS) - AS Eesti Statoil will this 
year buy motor fuel from Norwegian and 
Finnish refineries. 

Statoil concept leader Kai Realo told BNS that the 
sources of supply had been different in different 
times: "Last year Eesti Statoil imported most of the 
motor fuel from Statoil ASA Mongstad refinery in 
Norway and only supplies of the summer diesel fuel 
were from the Lithuania's Mazeikiai refinery." 

In its supply of motor fuels, Eesti Statoil proceeds 
from the Statoil ASA supply policy, according to 
which all supply contracts are concluded and supply 
is organised by the Oil Trading & Supply department 
of the group.  

On the basis of the contracts signed, all motor 
fuels sold at Eesti Statoil service and unmanned 
stations are directly imported from refineries and no 
mediators are used in the transactions, Realo added. 

Olerex marketing manager Antti Moppel told BNS 
that Olerex had signed a supply contract with Orlen 
Lietuva refinery in Lithuania. "Orlen Lietuva suplies 
Olerex both with gasoline as well as summer and 
winter diesel."  
 
Italian Carrier to Launch Summer Service 
Out of Tallinn 

15 February (BNS) - The Italian airline Wind Jet 
will on 9 June launch a summer service 
between the Estonian capital Tallinn and Forli 
in northern Italy, Tallinn Airport reports. 

The Wind Jet network will open up broad 
opportunities to Estonian travellers for continued 
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flights to Sicily, Tallinn Airport board member Erik 
Sakkov said. 

The once-weekly flights will be taking place on 
Wednesdays. The 144-seat Airbus A319 will take off 
from Forli at 10 a.m. and land in Tallinn at 2 p.m. 
The plane will depart from Tallinn at 3 p.m. on the 
same day and arrive in Forli at 5 p.m. The times are 
local. Flights will be taking place till 1 September. 

On 27 March Lufthansa will start daily flights 
between Tallinn and Munich. 

LOT Polish Airlines will launch daily flights on the 
Tallinn-Warsaw route on May 10. 

The national carrier Estonian Air will increase the 
frequency of flights on the Tallinn-Amsterdam route 
at the beginning of March. There will be six weekly 
flights with a stop in Vilnius.  

 

SPORTS NEWS 
Prime Minister Races in Sapporo Ski 
Marathon 

15 February (BNS) - Estonian Prime Minister 
Andrus Ansip, now on a visit to Japan, took 
part in the Sapporo Ski Marathon and covered 
the 50 km distance in three hours and 27 
minutes. 

The ski marathon was run in freestyle and four 
members of the Estonian delegation took part in it. 
"The time of Eesti Energia (Estonian Energy) board 
chairman Sandor Liive, for example, was 3 hours 
and 14 minutes,” Kateriin Leini, media officer of the 
government, told BNS. 

According to the government communication 
office, the prime minister covered the costs 
connected with the marathon from his personal 
budget. 

From Sapporo, Ansip flew to Tokyo Sunday 
evening where the official program of his working 
visit began. 

 
 

CULTURAL NEWS 
Estonian Film Festival Taking Place in 
Eminent London University 

11 February - The Estonian film festival “Disco 
and Atomic War” will begin at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science 
(LSE) on Thursday, 11 February. 

Within the framework of the three-day festival, 
six documentary and feature films will be shown that 
reflect various facets of Estonian life and cinema. At 
the centre of the festival is Jaak Kilm and Kiur 
Aarma’s documentary “Disco and Atomic War”, 
which has had successful screenings at other film 
festivals in Great Britain. There is a discussion 
scheduled after the screening that will be led by the 
film’s screenwriter and producer Kiur Aarma and 
University College London political science professor 
Allan Sikk.  

Other films on the schedule are Asko Kase’s 
“December Heat”, Kersti Uibo’s “Narrow is the 
Gate”, Elmo Nüganen’s “Mindless”, and two short 
films by Margus Paju. The films will have 
introductions and commentary by director Kersti 
Uibo, Estonian director in London Liisa Smith, and 
the chairman of the British-Estonian Association Neil 
Taylor.  

The festival is organised by Estonian students at 
the LSE along with the Estonian Embassy in London. 
Established in 1894, the London School of 

Economics and Political Science is one of the world’s 
leading universities, with nearly 9 000 students from 
140 nations.  
 
Leonhard Lapin Exhibit Opened in Helsinki 
Embassy 

16 February - Today an exhibit by the grand old 
man of Estonian art, Leonhard Lapin, will be 
opened in the Estonian Embassy in Helsinki. 
The exhibit is made up of a selection of pieces from 
the artist’s series of graphic works entitled 
“Machines” from the 1970s. The exhibit will be 
opened by Estonian Ambassador to Finland Merle 
Pajula, and well-known Finnish artist Jorma Hautala, 
a friend and contemporary of Lapin, will talk about 
the idea of the exhibit and its parallels with today.   

In Leonhard Lapin’s own words the picture series 
“Machines” is not just a series of drawings about 
technology, but a conceptual series with a 
philosophical subtext. The artist describes it as such: 
“In analysing machines, technology, and the 
artificial environment, I came to the conclusion in 
1972 that the world of machines is a new stage of 
development in nature, the structure of a new 
reality. This reality does not only contain individual 
machines, but artificial objects and new 
technologies, structures and processes in the widest 
sense possible, right down to the pollution of the 
environment, modern hierarchies, industrial 
societies, and globalisation.” 
Leonhard Lapin graduated from the architecture 
department of the Estonian Academy of Arts in 
1971, but the majority of his works still fall into the 
category of fine arts. In occupied Estonia Lapin 
became a critic of the Soviet cultural policy; his art 
blazed a trail for an entire generation of artists. At 
the beginning of his career he found inspiration for 
his works from Russian avant-garde and 
constructivism and from American pop art.  

After the opening of the borders, Lapin 
formulated the central facets of his art instruction in 
Finland. He has worked at the Helsinki Academy of 
Fine Arts,the Kankaanpää Art School, and the 
Estonian Academy of Arts.  
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