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FOREIGN NEWS 

 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet with Austrian Foreign Minister Michael 
Spindelegger in Vienna, 8 February.  
 

Austria Supports Estonia as Location for EU IT Agency 

8 February - In Vienna today Foreign Minister Urmas Paet discussed 
Estonia’s candidacy to become the location for the European Union 
IT agency for justice and home affairs and accession to the euro 
zone with Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger. Austrian 
Foreign Minister Spindelegger expressed his support for Estonia as the 
potential location for the IT agency.  

“Taking into consideration Estonia’s highly developed IT sector, we 
believe that Estonia possesses all the qualifications to be a good location for 
the agency,” stated the foreign minister. Paet added that it is important to 
adhere to the 2003 decision of the European Council, according to which new 
European Union agencies should be located in new member states.  

The Austrian foreign minister expressed hope that Estonia will accede to 
the euro zone at the beginning of next year. According to Foreign Minister 
Urmas Paet, going over to the euro will significantly increase confidence in 
the stability of the economic environment for Estonian residents and those 
investing in Estonia as well as help to ensure the good well-being of the 
economy in the long run. “Estonia considers a strong and stable euro zone to 
be important, and its essential cornerstones are the Maastricht criteria and 
adherence to the Stability and Growth Pact. Estonia would like to fulfil all the 
requirements and join the euro zone at the beginning of 2011,” said Paet. 

Austria is currently a member of the UN Security Council. Foreign Minister 
Paet stated that Austria’s experience as a UN Security Council member is 
important to Estonia because Estonia is trying for a non-permanent member 
position in 2020.  

Paet and Spindelegger noted that the Baltic Sea and Danube strategies 
create good conditions for turning the countries in these regions and the 
entire EU into a forward-looking and competitive area. “The main goal of the 
Baltic Sea Region Strategy is to remove bureaucratic obstacles to regional 
development—among other things, they affect the realisation of the principle 
of the free movement of good, services and people and the intensification of 
co-operation in the Baltic Sea Region,” explained Foreign Minister Paet.  

Continued on page 2 

FOREIGN NEWS 
Estonia Sending Medical 
Worker and Mechanic to 
Support Efforts in Haiti 

6 February - Due to the 
complicated humanitarian 
situation there, Estonia will 
soon be sending a medical 
worker and a mechanic to 
support the work of rescue 
teams in Haiti. According to 
Estonian Foreign Minister Urmas 
Paet, the mission of the medical 
worker and mechanic will last 
until the end of April. “The 
mission of the Estonian logistics 
experts currently in Haiti will last 
until the middle of February,” 
said Paet.  

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
emphasised that the 
humanitarian situation in Haiti 
remains complicated. “In order 
for the aid that has been donated 
and that will be donated to reach 
those in need, the international 
community must have close co-
operation. Helping to co-ordinate 
aid is the goal of the Estonian 
logistics experts in Haiti,” 
stressed Paet. “At the same time, 
we must make plans for the 
reconstruction and restoration of 
Haiti as well,” he added.  

The aid that has been given 
by Estonia thus far to alleviate 
the aftermath of the earthquake 
in Haiti totals 5.5 million kroons. 
Three million kroons are reaching 
Haiti in the form of our and other 
international experts, and 2.5 
million (160 000 EUR) were 
donated through the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC).  

To support the aid activities of 
international organisations, 
Estonia sent two 45 m2 tents 
with floors, furniture and lighting 
to Haiti, which are needed to 
provide temporary living and 
working space for the aid 
workers. A member of the 
Estonian Rescue Service was 
working in Haiti as part of the 
European Union evaluation team.  

 



 
Austria 

(continued from page 1) 
At their meeting they also discussed energy 

issues and the related co-operation being done with 
Eastern Partnership states. Paet said that in order to 
ensure Europe’s energy security it is necessary to 
diversify suppliers, create additional energy 
connections between member states, and create a 
functioning energy market. “The ‘Southern Corridor’ 
projects — for example Nabucco, ITGI 
(Interconnector Turkey-Greece-Italy), and the White 
Stream gas pipeline — and connections play an 
important role in increasing the supply security of 
the European Union as a whole. They help to reduce 
dependency on the current major suppliers and 
diversify supply channels,” added Foreign Minister 
Paet.  

The Estonian and Austrian foreign ministers also 
discussed the situation in the Western Balkans. 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet stated that Estonia 
supports visa freedom for all the Western Balkan 
states with the European Union.  
 
First-Ever Trilateral Political 
Consultations with Finland and Turkey 
Took Place  

8 February - Trilateral political consultations 
between Estonia, Finland and Turkey took 
place on Monday, 8 February in Ankara. It was 
the first time ever the consultations were held 
together with Finland. “Since Estonia and Finland’s 
policies towards Turkey are practically identical, we 
decided to hold consultations together with Finland 
this time,” said Foreign Ministry Secretary General 
Marten Kokk. The secretary general said that during 
the meeting with his Finnish colleague Pertti Torstila 
and Turkish colleague Feridun Sinirlioglu they 
primarily focused on Turkey’s accession to the 
European Union.  

Foreign Ministry Secretary General Marten Kokk 
stated that Estonia and Finland continue to support 
Turkey’s desire to join the European Union. “Estonia 
is still a strong supporter of Turkey. Although Turkey 
has made great progress in implementing reforms, 
there is still much to be done, and the pace of 
reforms should be accelerated so that Turkey can 
move forward and open new chapters,” noted Kokk.  

Secretary General Kokk said that Turkey’s 
primary challenges are related to building up rule of 
law to ensure democracy and the functioning of the 
economy, which are essential prerequisites for 
joining the European Union. Secretary General Kokk 
confirmed that Estonia is prepared to share its 
accession experiences with Turkey. Secretary 
General Kokk also said that the parties involved 
should be actively working on resolving the Cyprus 
problem. “We feel that it is necessary to successfully 
conclude the Cyprus dialogue and resolve the 
island’s problems under UN auspices. This is vital for 
the people of Cyprus as well as Turkey and the 
European Union in general,” emphasised Kokk.  

During their meeting, the secretaries general also 
addressed the situation in the Western Balkans. 
“Estonia firmly supports the European Union 
prospects of the Western Balkan countries, as they 
offer the region an opportunity for stability and 
socio-economic growth,” said Kokk. They also spent 

some time discussing matters related to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Recently Turkey has been active in 
trying to find common elements among the political 
communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. “The 
inability of the communities to agree on the political 
future and further reforms for the nation has created 
a tense situation which demands the focused 
attention of the international community,” Kokk 
noted.  

Also under discussion at the meeting were 
matters related to the Southern Caucasus. “We 
should use all opportunities to gradually reach a 
peaceful solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,” 
said Kokk, adding that Estonia welcomes the regular 
meetings between the Armenian and Turkish 
presidents and between Azerbaijan and Armenia and 
supports the continuation of dialogue.  
 
Estonia Supports Japan in UN Security 
Council Reforms 

7 February - At a meeting with Japanese State 
Secretary Koichi Takemasa during the Munich 
Security Conference, Estonian Foreign Minister 
Urmas Paet confirmed Estonia’s support for 
Japan’s permanent membership in the UN 
Security Council when Security Council reform 
comes into effect. “Estonia supports reforming the 
UN and expanding the Security Council, including 
adding Japan to the permanent members of the 
Security Council,” said the Estonian foreign minister. 
“The UN Security Council must go along with 
changes—compared to the time when the Security 
Council was created, the world has developed 
significantly,” Paet noted.  

Paet and Takemasa also talked about Estonia and 
Japan’s co-operation in the UN and reciprocally 
supporting one another’s candidacies in UN organs. 
Paet talked about Estonia’s candidacy to the UN 
Human Rights Council in 2012 and to be a non-
permanent member of the UN Security Council in 
2020.  

In talking about economic relations between the 
two countries and co-operation in international 
organisations, another topic was the upcoming visit 
by the Estonian prime minister and a business 
delegation to Japan. Foreign Minister Paet reported 
that Estonian export to Japan has been growing. 
“During the past year, Estonian export to Japan has 
grown by 14%. The planned visits and the activity of 
the Enterprise Estonia economic representative in 
will certainly help economic contacts between 
Estonia and Japan to continue to grow,” said Paet.  

Paet made a proposal to consider concluding an 
inter-governmental financial information exchange 
agreement between Estonia and Japan to combat 
money laundering and the funding of terrorism. 
They also talked about plans for future visits 
between Estonia and Japan and Paet extended an 
invitation to his Japanese colleague to visit Estonia. 
“Continuing political consultations between Estonia 
and Japan is also necessary to further develop our 
relations,” Paet noted.  

Paet stated that a positive indicator of the 
development of Estonia-Japan relations is the fact 
that Japan has designated its first residing 
ambassador to Estonia, who lives in Tallinn.  
 
 



 
Estonia World’s Fifth-Largest Haiti Donor 
by GDP 

8 February (BNS) - Based on Estonia's gross 
domestic product, the Baltic nation emerges as 
the world's fifth-largest contributor to the Haiti 
earthquake relief, it appears from data on the 
website of the British Guardian newspaper.  

In the same terms Guyana, one of the poorest 
nations in South America, was the most generous 
donor, followed by Ghana and Canada. 

Estonia came fifth after Sweden. Denmark, 
Spain, Finland, Norway and Australia rounded off the 
top ten. The United States ranked as the country 
which has pledged the most cash to Haiti with a 
total of 168 million dollars.  

Estonia has allocated close to four million kroons 
(EUR 256 000), of this 2.5 million kroons to the 
international Red Cross organisation and 1.35 million 
kroons to send a rescue team to the quake-ravaged 
Caribbean nation. The Estonian contribution will 
grow as the government has decided to extend the 
stay of the expert mission in Haiti. 

In addition, private donations exceeding 852 000 
kroons (EUR 54 450) had poured into special 
accounts of the Red Cross and the Estonian branch 
of the UN children's organisation UNICEF by Monday.  
 
Latvia to Start Issuing Estonian Visas in 
Egypt 

8 February (BNS) - Latvia will start representing 
Estonia in visa matters in Egypt in addition to 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 

The Estonian Embassy in Cairo will be sharing 
premises with the Latvian diplomatic mission. A 
consular official is to be posted there in the fall and 
Latvia has agreed to act on Estonia's behalf in visa 
matters until then, the explanatory note to a draft 
governmental decree says. 

In 2008 fifty-eight and last year 92 Egyptian 
nationals applied for an Estonian visa. 

As the network of Estonian foreign 
representations is limited, the country has concluded 
visa representation agreements with many European 
Union member states.  
 
Estonian Ambassador to Slovakia 
Presents Credentials 

3 February - Ambassador of the Republic of 
Estonia to Slovakia Eve-Külli Kala presented 
her credentials to President of the Republic of 
Slovakia Ivan Gašparovič on Tuesday, 2 
February.  

At the meeting that took place after the 
presentation of credentials, both sides acknowledged 
Estonia and Slovakia’s historically good relations, as 
well as recent co-operation in supporting each 
other’s candidacies in international organisations. 
“Our common visions of Europe’s future make co-
operation between our two small nations even more 
important. We need Slovakia’s support for Estonia’s 
candidacy to become the location of the European IT 
agency for justice and home affairs,” emphasised 
Eve-Külli Kala. Another topic thoroughly addressed 
at the meeting was Slovakia’s experiences in joining 
the euro zone.  

In talking about Estonia-Slovakia cultural 
relations, Ambassador Kala noted that there are 
Estonian journalists who to this day recollect the 

time after the repression of the Prague Spring in 
1968, when meeting with colleagues in Bratislava 
meant having one’s spirits lifted by the more free-
thinking atmosphere and good mutual 
understanding. This is why it is important to 
continue intensifying ties among cultural figures. “I 
am happy that during the year dedicated to one of 
Estonia’s best-known contemporary composers, 
Arvo Pärt, we are working in co-operation with 
Slovakian musicians to plan concerts that focus on 
three of the composer’s works in Bratislava, Trnava 
and Nitra,” said the ambassador. President 
Gašparovič believes that Estonians and Slovakians 
could interact more in all areas of life, as it would 
help us to know each other better and strengthen 
our understanding of one another.  

President Gašparovič asked the ambassador to 
pass along his best wishes to the Estonian people 
and to President Toomas Hendrik Ilves.  

Eve-Külli Kala was born in 1959 in Tartu. The 
ambassador graduated from Tallinn Pedagogical 
University with a degree in English and German 
philology and from the Estonian School of 
Diplomacy. She has also studied at Oxford 
University and the Geneva Institute of International 
Studies. Kala has worked in the Estonian foreign 
service since 1992. Before assuming her current 
position Kala was the director general of the Foreign 
Ministry’s personnel department. Ambassador Eve-
Külli Kala speaks English, German, Finnish, French, 
and Russian. 
 
China’s State Radio Launches Estonian 
Website 

8 February (BNS) - China's state-owned radio 
station China Radio International (CRI) 
launched on Monday Estonian and Lithuanian 
websites. 

The new websites, http://ee.radio86.com and 
http://lt.radio86.com, will offer a huge amount of 
video, radio programmes, photos and information 
that mainly focus on Chinese business, culture and 
travel, the news agency Xinhua said.  

CRI currently has websites in 61 languages and 
18 online radio stations.  

"The State Council Information Office and 
embassies of related countries in Beijing sent 
congratulations on the launching of the new 
websites, praising CRI's efforts and achievements in 
promoting mutual understanding between the 
Chinese people and their counterparts in Estonia and 
Lithuania, while building up channels for 
international exchanges and exploring cooperation 
between Chinese and foreign media outlets," CRI 
said on the newly-opened website.  
 
 

DOMESTIC NEWS 
Estonia Recognises 97 People with State 
Decorations 

3 February (BNS) - Sofi Oksanen, Finnish writer 
with Estonian roots, has been granted the 
Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana, 4th Class, 
according to the list of recipients of Estonian 
national decorations published prior to the 24 
February independence anniversary. 

President Toomas Hendrik Ilves has decided to 
decorate on the same occasion former German 
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer and the current 
foreign minister of Denmark, Per Stig Moeller, with 
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the Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana, 1st Class, 
for their support to Estonia's accession to the EU 
and NATO. 

Receiving the Order of the Cross of Terra 
Mariana, 2nd Class, is former Swedish Minister of 
Defence Anders Per-Arne Bjorck, for promotion of 
Estonian-Swedish ties. 

Recipients of the Order of the Cross of Terra 
Mariana, 3rd Class, include Ilkka Heikki Herlin, 
promoter of economic ties between Estonia and 
Finland; Dietrich von Kyaw, for his merits in helping 
Estonia become a member of the EU; and Leif 
Sevon, former chairman of the Supreme Court of 
Finland.  

In addition to Oksanen, the Order of the Cross of 
Terra Mariana, 4th Class, is also going to Matthew J. 
Bryza for his role in promoting co-operation between 
Estonia and the United States.  

The same order, 5th Class, goes to the Danish 
restorer of mediums of acoustic recording Claus 
Byrith, promoter of Estonian language education in 
Finland Satu Honkala and promoter of Estonian-
Latvian cultural ties Venta Kocere. 

The full list of people to be decorated this year 
includes the names of 97 Estonian nationals and 
foreigners and can be read here: 
http://president.ee/en/media/press_releases.php?gi
d=134078.  
 
Enn Soosaar Passed Away 

10 February - Translator, literary critic and 
publicist Enn Soosaar passed away today, 
three days before his 73  birthday. He was well-
know by Estonians at home and abroad, and a 
message of condolences was issued by President of 
the Republic Toomas Hendrik Ilves.  

rd

 
 

DEFENCE NEWS 
Group of Factors that Affect International 
Security Constantly Expanding 

7 February - The Munich Security Conference, 
which took place from Friday to Sunday, 
focused first and foremost on NATO’s values 
and primary responsibilities. Estonian Defence 
Minister Jaak Aaviksoo and Foreign Minister Urmas 
Paet attended the conference and stated that the 
international security experts confirmed the belief 
that NATO is a values-based organisation and the 
principle of collective defence is central to the 
functioning of the alliance. While giving a 
presentation in Munich, the Secretary General of the 
alliance Anders Fogh Rasmussen also emphasised 
that NATO possesses military capabilities and 
solidarity for the protection of its member states.  

In addition to NATO development and the 
starting points for the new strategic concept, other 
topics discussed at the conference were activities in 
Afghanistan, developments in the Middle East, and 
matters of arms control.  

Foreign Minister Paet stated that one important 
subject at the conference was the co-operation of 
NATO and its allies in Afghanistan. It was 
acknowledged at the conference that the 
Afghanistan operation faces a huge challenge—
success is attainable, but only in co-operation with 
the Afghan people. “The next few years will be 
decisive in terms of the success of the Afghanistan 
operation. Estonia will continue its participation in 
Afghanistan—we will continue contributing in the 

military, civil and development sectors,” said Foreign 
Minister Urmas Paet.  

Another topic on the agenda of this year’s Munich 
Security Conference was Russia’s proposal for new 
European security architecture. The resounding 
position was that Europe already has the necessary 
structures and mechanisms for ensuring its security, 
they must simply be better used and the agreed 
principles must be observed. “Security today is 
wider than just socio-political or military matters. 
Human rights and their protection also play a major 
role,” stressed Estonian Foreign Minister Paet.   

At the bilateral meeting that took place on 
Saturday between Minister of Defence Jaak Aaviksoo 
and his colleague from the United Kingdom Bob 
Ainsworth, topics discussed included co-operation in 
Afghanistan, plans for Estonia’s strategic air policing, 
and NATO budgetary matters. Aaviksoo emphasised 
that the formulation of a NATO budget must be 
based upon military counsel and the assessment of 
risk.  

“Solidarity among member states is all the 
greater when contributions to the budget from 
member states are proportional and the weight of 
the missions is carried evenly,” said Defence 
Minister Jaak Aaviksoo.  
 
Estonian MPs Observe Training of Afghan 
Armed Forces 

3 February (BNS) - The delegation of the 
Estonian Parliament's national defence 
committee currently visiting Afghanistan was 
in Kabul on Tuesday, visiting the training 
centre of the Afghan armed forces and the 
National Military Academy. The Estonian MPs met 
with the leaders of the training institutions and 
observed the process of training, spokespeople for 
the Riigikogu in Tallinn said. 

During their meeting with Maj. Gen. Aminullah 
Karim, chief of the Afghan National Army Training 
Command, they were given an overview of the 
development of the Afghan security forces.  

Mati Raidma, chairman of the Riigikogu national 
defence committee, said that many Estonians were 
asking when Estonian military personnel will come 
home from Afghanistan. The biggest factor 
influencing the making of that decision is the 
preparedness of Afghanistan's own security forces, 
including the Army, and their capability to take the 
nation's security under their control, he said.  

Raidma said that Tuesday's meetings provided 
moderate optimism in that respect, as the members 
of the committee saw professionalism, commitment, 
and the wish to achieve it. 

"It will take multiple years still, but at the same 
time we saw faster development here than one 
would have expected," the Reform Party PM said. 

On Wednesday the Estonian MPs are scheduled to 
have meetings in Afghanistan's parliament and at 
the headquarters of the International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF). They will also meet with 
the leaders of the European Union's police mission 
EUPOL.  
 
Estonian Flag Lowered at Mitrovica 
Military Base 

8 February - Today the ceremonial lowering of 
the Estonian tricolour flag took place at the 
Camp Olaf Rye in Mitrovica, which meant the 

 4



completion of the mission of Estrif-6 recce 
platoon in Kosovo.  

“The mission in Kosovo, which had been lasted 
for ten years, has been completed. Estonia with the 
other members has made a great contribution to it 
in order to provide security in the world, and as a 
result the presence of foreign defence forces has 
been partly reduced, and military support has been 
gradually replaced with civil contribution,” said 
Minister of Defence Jaak Aaviksoo at the ceremony. 
“The mission in Kosovo shows the efficiency of the 
activity of NATO and a success of Estonia in 
provision of security,” Aaviksoo added.  
Also, the minister of defence and Commander of 
National Defence League Lieutenant Colonel Raivo 
Lumiste awarded the medals for participation in 
international military operations to the members of 
Estrif-6.   

Estonia will continue participation in KFOR with a 
couple of staff officers. The Estonian Defence Forces 
have been participating in the mission of Kosovo 
since the end of 1999.  

Yesterday morning the minister of defence met 
with the Commander of KFOR Lieutenant General 
Markus Bentler in Pristina. Also the Aaviksoo and 
Lieutenant Colonel Lumiste dined with Estonians 
working for the European Union’s EULEX mission.  

Tomorrow Aaviksoo will meet with the EULEX 
management staff and also with the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and the Minister of Security Forces of 
Kosovo.  

 
 

ECONOMIC NEWS 
January Tax Revenue Makes Up 11.2 
Percent of Year’s Target 

5 February (BNS) - By the end of January, 6.9 
billion kroons (EUR 0.44 mln) of tax revenue 
had been paid into the Estonian state budget, 
which makes up 11.2% of the target for the 
full year, data from the Tax and Customs Board 
show. In the first month of 2009 tax receipts, at 5.9 
billion kroons, formed 8.9% of the amount planned 
for the whole year. 

The larger-than-usual receipts resulted primarily 
from the stockpiling of goods on which excise duty is 
charged ahead of the duty hike on 1 January 2010, 
the Finance Ministry explained.  

The social tax inflow amounted to 2.4 billion 
kroons last month, which makes up 8.8% of the 
target for the year. Personal income tax receipts 
were 445.6 million kroons or 13.8% of the budget 
target. Corporate income tax totalled 251.2 million 
kroons, 10.4% of the plan.  

The amount of value-added tax paid into the 
budget in January was 2.2 billion kroons or 11.7%of 
the target. VAT receipts in January were significantly 
larger than usual above all due to the stockpiling of 
excise duty goods, but the seasonal factor too 
played a part -- turnovers were bigger in December 
than in preceding months.  
 
Fitch Upgrades Outlook on Estonian 
Rating 

5 February (BNS) - The international ratings 
agency Fitch on Friday upgraded the outlook 
on Estonia's sovereign rating to stable from 
negative and affirmed the rating at BBB+, 
Estonia's central bank reports. 

"The agency's assessment reflects the growing 
understanding that the adjustment of the Estonian 
economy has been rapid and the economy has 
coped well with the impacts of the crisis," Bank of 
Estonia Vice President Märten Ross said.  

"The flexibility of the economy and the 
strengthened budget position have in the agency's 
assessment also improved Estonia's chances of 
joining the euro zone," he added.  

Estonia's ratings are supported by the political 
and institutional strengths associated with its EU 
membership, the flexibility of its economy and its 
unblemished modern debt-servicing record, Fitch 
said.  
 
Postimees Emerges as Biggest 
Newspaper in Baltics by Print Run on 
Workdays 

8 February (BNS) - Available data on 
newspapers' print runs show that the Estonian 
daily Postimees prints a greater number of 
copies on workdays than any other daily 
newspaper in the Baltic countries. 

According to data gathered by the Estonian 
Newspaper Association from printing plants, 
Postimees was published in 59 800 copies on 
average in January. Daily print runs of Postimees 
ranged from 57 000-58 000 copies on workdays to 
73 000-74 000 copies on Saturdays.  

The largest daily newspaper in Lithuania, the 
tabloid Vakaro zinios, was printed in 50 366 copies 
on the average on Thursdays, its smallest weekly 
print run. As many as 153 266 copies were printed 
on Saturdays, when the paper comes out with a 
number of supplements, according to figures 
released by the Lithuanian newspaper for January. 
Given the big share of newsstand sales the figures 
for different days vary a lot in the case of the 
Lithuanian paper. 

The second biggest newspaper in Lithuania, 
Lietuvos rytas, had an average print run of 44 242 
copies on Wednesdays and of 136 498 on Saturdays 
in January.  

The two top daily newspapers in Latvia are 
Latvijas Avize and Diena, which had average daily 
print runs of respectively 35 800 copies and 31 000 
copies, according to figures released by the papers. 

In Estonia the No 2 after Postimees was the 
tabloid Õhtuleht with a daily print run of 53 900. 
 
January-September Profit of Dairy 
Industry up 1.8 Percent 

5 February (BNS) - The profit of Estonian dairy 
companies in the first nine months of 2009 
grew 1.8% year on year to 207 million kroons 
(EUR 13.23 mln) while the turnover shrank 
21.6% to 3.71 billion kroons. 

It appears from the nine-month dairy market 
survey compiled by the Estonian Institute of 
Economic Research that cost-cutting enabled 
companies to boost profit. The January-September 
expenses of the dairy industry declined 22.6% from 
the same period a year earlier to 3.5 billion kroons. 

Lower prices paid to dairy farmers for raw milk 
accounted for most of the cost-saving. As a result, 
outlays on raw material decreased by 731.5 million 
kroons compared with the same period of 2008. 

The output of milk in the first three quarters of 
2009 amounted to 511 200 tons, a drop of 2.7% 
year on year.  
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Port of Tallinn’s January Freight Handling 
Up by Quarter on Year 

8 February (BNS) - The volume of freight 
handled at ports of the Estonian state-owned 
company Tallinn Sadam (Port of Tallinn) in 
January was 3.108 million tons, roughly as 
much as in December and up by a quarter from 
the same month a year ago.  

The figures for December and January have been 
among the best for any separate month in recent 
years. Before December 2009, the monthly freight 
handling volume last crossed the three million ton 
mark in March 2008. 

The handling of liquid cargoes, the biggest group 
of commodities passing through the ports, grew by 
4% year on year to 2.107 million tons. Bulk cargoes 
saw the biggest growth, surging nearly fourfold to 
666 400 tons. The handling of ro-ro cargoes grew 
8% to 210 200 tons. The handling of mixed and 
container cargoes moved up as well, but the number 
of containers passing through the ports dropped 8% 
to 10 876 units.  

Transit accounted for 2.637 million tons of total 
freight, exports for 228 000 tons and imports for 
242 800 tons.  

The number of passengers served during the first 
month of the year was down 6% on year at 414 
100. Passengers travelling between Tallinn and 
Helsinki numbered 360 300, while the number of 
passengers on the Tallinn-Stockholm was 46 300.  
 
Tourest Travel Fair Expecting Over 23 000 
Visitors This Year 

8 February (BNS) - Organisers of the 
international tourism fair Tourest to be held in 
Tallinn over the coming weekend expect the 
event to attract more than 23 000 visitors. 

"We as organisers hope the number of guests is 
at least as big as in the two previous years, when it 
exceeded 23 000," Kersti Kont, managing director of 
the Estonian Association of Travel Agents, told BNS. 

More than 400 companies and organisations from 
25 countries, including exotic travel destinations like 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand, Japan and Israel, 
have registered for the fair taking place at the 
exhibition centre Eesti Näitused from 12-14 
February. 

Organised jointly by the Estonian Association of 
Travel Agents and Enterprise Estonia, the Tourest 
fair has been a regular event since 1991.  

The Estonian Foreign Ministry will also participate 
in Tourest for the eighth year in a row with an 
information booth and a presentation on consular 
matters.  
 
Estonian Fish Processors to Take Part in 
Moscow Food Fair 

5 February (BNS) - Fifteen Estonian fish 
processing companies are going to take part in 
the Prodexpo 2010 food fair to be held in 
Moscow from 8-12 February. Last year the 
Moscow food fair attracted 1 810 exhibitors from 57 
countries. 

The purpose of participating is to boost the 
sustainability of exports amid food market 
competition and expand possibilities for marketing 
fish products in Russia and Eastern Europe, the 
Estonian Association of Fishery said. 

Russia is among the largest export markets of 
Estonian fish processing companies with a volume of 
more than 850 million kroons (EUR 54.3 mln) in 
2009. The leading export products are refrigerated 
and frozen fish, spiced fish and various types of 
canned fish.  
 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
Ski Festival Organised by Estonian 
Embassy Took Place in Turkey 

8 February (BNS) - The Estonian Embassy in 
Turkey organised a spirited cross-country 
skiing festival in Turkey’s Bolu Province on 
Sunday, 7 February. The snow and sun brought 
together around a thousand skiing fans from all over 
Turkey, as well as foreign diplomats from Ankara 
and Istanbul. The guests of honour skiing the course 
were Secretary General of the Estonian Foreign 
Ministry Marten Kokk and Secretary General of the 
Finnish Foreign Ministry Pertti Torstila.  

The skiing was followed by an open-air reception 
dedicated to the 92nd anniversary of the Republic of 
Estonia.  

The Estonian Embassy in Ankara would like to 
thank all of its partners, especially the governor of 
Bolu and the mayor, without whom this year’s ski 
festival would not have been possible.  
 

 
Participants in the annual ski festival in 
Turkey’s Bolu Province, 8 February.  
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