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FOREIGN NEWS 

 
President Toomas Hendrik Ilves and Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili, 
20 January.  
 

Ilves Encourages Georgia to Take Advantage of Eastern 
Partnership 

20 January - Estonia continues to be Georgia’s friend and will go on 
supporting the reforms that are taking place there, assured 
President Toomas Hendrik Ilves at his meeting with Georgian 
Head of State Mikhail Saakashvili. “Since the Rose Revolution, Georgia 
has gone through an amazing process of development with regard to 
economic reforms as well as the development both of democracy and the 
rule of law, and – of particular importance – in fighting corruption,” said 
President Ilves.  

The European Union supports Georgia’s territorial integrity and is never 
going to recognise the independence of Abkhazia and Southern Ossetia, 
asserted the Estonian Head of State, while also admitting that Georgia’s 
territorial integrity will not be restored in the near future. “Therefore, 
Georgia needs strategic patience and commitment to the successful 
construction of its country. It would not be fruitful to waste energy on 
problems that cannot be resolved in the near future,” President Ilves said. 
 The Estonian head of state also highlighted NATO’s unprecedented and 
unambiguous statement that one day both Georgia and the Ukraine will 
become members of the alliance, adding, “the events that took place a 
year and a half ago have somewhat delayed Georgia’s western 
integration; however, the speed of progress that Georgia makes on its 
way towards the European Union and NATO will still largely depend on its 
own actions and development in the sphere of democracy, human rights, 
and freedom of media, as well as economic reforms.” He confirmed that 
Estonia is still willing to provide Georgia with any form of assistance, such 
as for the conduct of public administration reforms or the creation of e-
governance, and as a member of the European Union and NATO by 
supporting them in their decision-making process.  

“Georgia would benefit from making the most of the opportunities that 
are offered by the Eastern Partnership for approaching the European 
Union,” said President Ilves. 

Continued on page 2 

FOREIGN NEWS 
Paet, Saakashvili Discuss 
Georgian Integration into 
EU and NATO 

21 January - At his meeting 
today in Tallinn with Georgian 
President Mikhail Saakashvili, 
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
emphasised Estonia’s support 
for Georgia’s integration into 
the European Union and NATO.
 While talking about co-operation 
within the framework of European 
Union Neighbourhood Policy and 
Eastern Partnership, Foreign 
Minister Paet emphasised that 
Georgia should definitely utilise all 
the potential opportunities to 
support its reforms. “Eastern 
Partnership is an important 
opportunity for Georgia and other 
Eastern Partnership partner 
countries to become closer to the 
European Union. Eastern 
Partnership could help these 
countries develop through EU 
support, agreements necessary for 
economic integration, co-operation 
in the energy and transport sectors, 
and visa matters,” said Paet.
 Foreign Minister Paet asserted 
that Estonia supports the prompt 
signing of the visa facilitation and 
readmission agreement between 
the EU and Georgia, as well as 
beginning negotiations for an EU-
Georgia Deep and Comprehensive 
Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) and 
an Association Agreement as soon 
as Georgia is ready.  

Paet noted that Georgia is still 
one of Estonia’s priority partners for 
foreign and security policy and 
development co-operation. “Estonia 
and Georgia’s co-operation is close, 
and in the development aid sector, 
it is developing further though 
many bilateral projects for 
improving domestic security, 
developing rule of law, and 
improving state capabilities, as well 
as education projects,” said Paet. 
Within the past five years, Estonia 
has funded 30 different bilateral 
develop co-operation projects in 
Georgia.  
 



 
Georgia 

(continued from page 1) 
“Estonia plans to establish the European Union 
Eastern Partnership training centre, based on the 
Estonian School of Diplomacy, and our Georgian 
friends will be welcome here,” Ilves continued.
 President Saakashvili bestowed the Order of 
Saint George on the Estonian head of state.  

Prime Minister Andrus Ansip also met with 
Georgian President Mikhail Saakashvili. When 
discussing the relations between the two countries, 
economic co-operation opportunities were mainly 
focused on, in which the greatest potential is seen 
by both parties primarily in the fields of information 
technology and in agriculture. In addition to the 
economic indicators of both countries, the significant 
role of foreign investments was also discussed. At 
that, Prime Minister Ansip pointed out the 
importance of a transparent business environment 
that increases the attraction of the economic 
environment of the state for foreign investors.  
 
Estonia-Poland Visa Representation 
Agreement Signed 

20 January - Today Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
and his Polish colleague Radosław Sikorski 
signed an Estonia-Poland visa representation 
agreement together in Warsaw.  

In accordance with the visa representation 
agreement, Poland will begin representing Estonia in 
Mongolia, North Korea, Turkmenistan, Ethiopia, and 
Columbia. Estonia will begin to represent Poland in 
Pskov. “Visa representation agreements help 
countries in the Schengen area be represented as 
widely as possible all over the world. Estonia’s 
network of foreign representations is limited, and 
co-operation like this makes it possible for 
somebody to get an Estonia visa even in a country 
where we don’t have our own embassy,” Paet 
explained.  

Paet introduced Estonia’s steps towards joining 
the euro and balancing the state budget to Sikorski 
and Deputy Speaker of the Polish Seim Jerzy 
Smajdzinski. His Polish colleagues recognised 
Estonia’s successful activities for meeting the criteria 
to join the euro. Paet also told Sikorski about 
Estonia’s candidacy to be the location for the 
European Union’s IT agency for justice and home 
affairs and called on Poland to support Estonia’s 
candidacy. In speaking about the development of 
Estonia-Poland bilateral relations, Paet emphasised 
the importance of the Tallinn-Warsaw flight route 
that will soon be opened.  

The Estonian foreign minister thanked the Polish 
foreign minister for Poland’s participation for the 
third time in the rotation of Baltic airspace policing 
that will begin in May. “Poland also does 
commendable co-operation with Estonia at the Baltic 
Defence College, and our views on NATO’s new 
strategic concept are in agreement,” Paet added. 
Paet stated that Poland joining the NATO Cyber 
Defence Centre of Excellence in Tallinn is also 
important.  

At his meeting with Polish Foreign Minister 
Radosław Sikorski, Paet emphasised Estonia’s 
support for commemorating victims of the 
Holocaust. “Estonia has condemned all crimes 
against humanity, including the Holocaust. These 

horrors must never occur again,” he stressed. Paet 
informed Sikorski that Estonia responded to Poland’s 
request and made a donation of 20 000 euros to the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Fund.   

During Paet and Sikorski’s meeting, they also 
discussed adding substance to the Eastern 
Partnership Programme more quickly. “We must 
work together in the name of making the European 
Union progressively more open to Georgia, Ukraine, 
Moldova, and the other Eastern Partnership 
nations,” stated Paet. “Estonia is prepared to 
establish an Eastern Partnership training centre.” 

Paet said that in order to increase energy 
security, it is important to connect the electricity 
networks of the Baltic states with those of Poland, in 
order to put and end to the situation in which the 
Baltic states, due to limited energy connections, live 
on an isolated “energy island”.  
 
Paet Speaks About Challenges Facing 
Europe at Demos Europa 

20 January - While speaking today in the 
European Union and foreign policy think tank 
Demos Europa in Warsaw, Foreign Minister 
Urmas Paet emphasised that the economic 
crisis brought a 5% decline to the European 
Union economy in the first half of 2009. “Nine 
million jobs were lost in Europe,” said Paet. “Only six 
member states, including Estonia, have so far 
managed to keep their state budget deficit below 
3%, like the European Stability and Growth Pact 
requires. Since the euro is one of the factors that 
brings a quicker economic recovery and an increase 
in well-being, Estonia is making an effort to join the 
euro zone on 1 January 2011,” he added.  

Paet stated that one of the European Union’s 
tasks is to bring the union out of the economic 
standstill and increase the union’s influence in world 
politics. “This will only be possible with the proper 
implementation of the Treaty of Lisbon. Estonia 
would like to see the European Commission take on 
a greater role in developing the internal market,” 
stated Paet. “Estonia also supports the creation of a 
strong and comprehensive European External Action 
Service.” 
 In talking about the need for innovation in the 
European Union, Paet mentioned Estonia’s e-
services as an example. “For us it is important that 
offering as many on-line public services as possible 
has made our citizens’ communication with state 
institutions and municipal governments faster, more 
comfortable, and, most important of all, cheaper,” 
Paet emphasised. “It is only natural that Estonia is 
working to become the location for the European 
Union IT agency for justice and home affairs, and 
that the NATO Cyber Defence Centre is in Estonia,” 
he said.  
  In his speech, Foreign Minister Paet focused on 
the challenges facing the European Union.  
 
Baltic Prime Ministers: Potential of 
Nordic-Baltic Area Must be Utilised 

21 January - At the unofficial meeting of the 
Baltic prime ministers in Latvia, Estonian Prime 
Minister Andrus Ansip, Latvian Prime Minister 
Valdis Dombrovskis and Lithuanian Prime 
Minister Andrius Kubilius discussed the 



economic situation in Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania and co-operation issues in the Baltic 
and Nordic region, as well as the socio-
economic challenges the region is facing.   

The prime ministers were hopeful that the largest 
recession in the economy has passed and the 
expected adaptation phase is underway; it is 
especially important to focus on long-term solutions. 
According to the Latvian prime minister, Latvia and 
Lithuania are also holding on to the potential future 
joining of the euro zone. According to the prime 
ministers, closer co-operation with the Nordic 
countries also contributes to the increasing of the 
competitiveness of the region.   

According to Prime Minister Andrus Ansip, the 
economic recession in Estonia was affected by the 
global decrease in foreign trade and if the world 
economy stabilises the Estonian economy will also 
stabilise. The economic development of Estonia is 
mainly affected by the circumstances of Europe and 
the Nordic countries and the livening of foreign 
demand.  

“We must keep our economic environment stable 
and safe, only then may we experience a new rise,” 
Ansip said. According to him, the forecasts of the 
European Commission also confirm that in case of 
the right decisions, economic growth can be even 
larger than in other EU member states.  

According to the prime ministers, it is important 
to view the economic development of the Baltic 
states in the longer perspective. “If we look at the 
GDP volume statistics since 2000, our countries 
have been some of the most successful in the 
European Union,” he added.   

The prime minister added that in order to 
increase the credibility of the economic 
environment, it is important for Estonia to join the 
euro zone in 2011, and that Estonia has made every 
effort to fulfil the required criteria. The possibility of 
Estonia joining the euro zone is beneficial for its 
neighbours as well.  

According to Ansip, closer co-operation with the 
Nordic countries would also contribute to the speed 
of the development of the region. In his words, the 
potential of the Baltic Sea region is great and can be 
utilised by operating together. “We can grow into 
the most competitive region in Europe,” Ansip said. 
 

 
Prime Minister Andrus Ansip, Latvian Prime 
Minister Valdis Dombrovskis and Lithuanian 
Prime Minister Andrius Kubilius, 21 January. 
 
France to Represent Estonia for Issuing of 
Visas in 15 Countries 

21 January - The government approved the 
conclusion of a visa representation agreement 

with France, which will begin to represent 
Estonia for the issuing of visas in 15 countries.  

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet stated that these 
sorts of agreements make it easier for citizens of 
third countries to travel to Estonia. “We would like 
for Estonia to be represented as widely as possible 
all over the world,” said Foreign Minister Paet.  

In accordance with the agreement, France will 
begin to represent Estonia for issuing visas in Benin, 
Burkina Faso, the Central African Republic, Chad, 
Djibouti, Gabon, Guinea, Haiti, Lebanon, Mali, 
Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Senegal, and Vietnam.  

Estonia has already concluded visa 
representation agreements for the issuing of visas 
with Austria, Spain, the Netherlands, Lithuania, 
Latvia, Germany, Finland, Slovenia, and Hungary. 
Currently Estonia is represented in a total of 73 
countries.  
 
Estonia Sends Supplies to Aid Workers’ 
Field Camp in Haiti 

23 January - At the request of the UN Office for 
the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 
Estonia will be sending supplies to the 
humanitarian operations information centre.   

According to Foreign Minister Urmas Paet, Estonia 
will be sending two 45 m2 tents with floors, furniture 
and lighting. “These Estonian tents are needed to 
provide the aid operation workers with temporary 
living and working quarters, thereby helping aid to 
reach those who need it faster. Each tent contains 
working space for 20 people,” explained Foreign 
Minister Paet. The tents were acquired by the 
Rescue Board with the support of the Foreign 
Ministry in 2009 within the framework of the project 
to increase the capability of International 
Humanitarian Partnership.  

Foreign Minister Paet stated that it is critically 
important for help to reach the people who need it in 
Haiti as quickly as possible. “At the earliest 
opportunity, when the long-term aid requirements in 
Haiti have been estimated, we will need to start 
making plans to support the reconstruction and 
restoration of Haiti,” said Paet.  

Paet noted that aid sent to alleviate the 
aftermath of the Haiti earthquake should include 
measures to ensure public order and a way to 
ensure access for humanitarian aid as well as its 
proper distribution.  

Estonia is contributing 2.5 million kroons 
(160 000 EUR) through the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to alleviate 
the effects of the earthquake in Haiti. Estonia also 
sent an IT expert and a 3-member logistics team 
with supplies to Haiti to support the activities of 
international organisations. A member of the 
Estonian Rescue Board also worked in Haiti as part 
of the European Union evaluation team.  

The European Commission has promised to 
support long-term reconstruction work in Haiti with 
3.1 billion kroons (200 million EUR). The European 
Commission has allocated 468 million kroons (30 
million EUR) for humanitarian aid in Haiti and the 
member states have bilaterally donated nearly 1.44 
billion kroons (92 million EUR). 
 
EU Foreign Ministers Discuss Sending 
Police to Improve Security in Haiti 

25 January - Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
participated in the European Union foreign 
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ministers’ council in Brussels today. Foreign 
Minister Paet said that the ministers agreed on the 
further EU aid co-ordination mechanism. “The 
leading role in co-ordinating humanitarian aid and 
rescue missions for the reconstruction of Haiti must 
remain with the UN,” said Foreign Minister Urmas 
Paet. The European Union foreign ministers decided 
that the European Union should send police officers 
to support the UN peacekeeping mission in Haiti. “In 
order to rebuild Haiti, comprehensive co-ordination 
is necessary for both planning restoration work and 
for co-operating on site; we must be sure to avoid 
overlapping tasks and wasting time,” Paet explained.  

The council approved the conclusions on Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in which they reiterated their full 
support for the European perspective of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, emphasising the importance of the 
European Union operation ALTHEA in stabilising the 
nation and ensuring security. They also decided to 
extend ALTHEA’s executive military role until 
November 2010.  

The Council of the EU foreign ministers also 
discussed the general situation in Yemen and 
approved conclusions in which it reaffirmed its 
support for the government of Yemen in confronting 
the challenges it faces in implementing political and 
economic reforms and in combating terrorism.  

The European Union foreign ministers also agreed 
that an EU mission would be created to support the 
training of security forces in Somalia (EUTRA 
Somalia).   

During the general affairs session, the European 
Union presidency Spain gave an overview of the 
most important topics of the next six months, 
namely the complete implementation of the Treaty 
of Lisbon; restoring the economy and approving the 
strategy “European Union 2010”; strengthening the 
European Union’s role as a global player; and 
promoting the rights of European citizens.  
 
Estonia Considers EU Support for Moldova 
to be Essential 

26 January - At a meeting with Moldovan 
Foreign Minister Iurie Leanca in Brussels on 25 
January, Foreign Minister Urmas Paet 
confirmed Estonia’s support for starting 
negotiations for visa facilitation and free trade 
agreements with Moldova.   

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet stated that it is 
necessary to make rapid progress in negotiations 
between the European Union and Moldova over a 
new association agreement. “The new agreement, 
which will replace the current partnership and co-
operation agreement between the European Union 
and Moldova and which will include a free trade 
agreement, will bring European Union-Moldova 
relations to a new level,” said Foreign Minister Paet. 
Foreign Minister Paet stated that it is essential to 
agree on starting the visa dialogue this year. “The 
visa dialogue should begin during Spain’s European 
Union presidency,” Paet specified.   

Foreign Minister Urmas Paet confirmed that the 
European Union should continue intensified dialogue 
with Moldova, including within the framework of 
Eastern Partnership, in order to help the state of 
Moldova integrate with the European Union and 
implement economic reforms more effectively.  
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet said that the 
Transnistria issue also requires the European Union’s 
help in finding a resolution.   

Also participating in the meeting with the 
Moldovan foreign minister were representatives from 
Romania, France, Lithuania, Hungary, Germany, 
Poland, Belgium, Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Latvia, Italy, and Great Britain, who also 
make up the so-named “Friends of Moldova” group.  
 
Six Countries to Follow Estonian Litter 
Cleanup Example in 2010 

21 January (BNS) - A successful nationwide litter 
cleanup effort in Estonia in 2008, during which 
volunteers collected close to 10 000 tons of 
garbage dumped in forests and by the 
roadside, has inspired at least six countries to 
follow the example, the daily Postimees says. 

Inspired by the Teeme ära 2008 (Let's Do It 
2008) campaign, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, 
India, Latvia and Lithuania are planning similar 
campaigns this year. 

Latvia organised the first cleanup effort in 
September 2008 and again last year. "The aim is to 
make Latvia and the Baltic region the cleanest place 
on the world map within 10 years," organiser Vita 
Jaunzeme said. 

This weekend an international conference will 
take place in Tallinn in which new countries joining 
the campaign as well as Latvia and Lithuania will 
participate to share experiences and compile a 
virtual handbook for the many other countries 
grappling with litter problems. 

The conference falls on the same day as the first 
cleanup event in the Indian capital New Delhi.  
 
 

DOMESTIC NEWS 
Tallinn Once Again Ranked Among Top 
Seven Intelligent Communities 

 
 

21 January (BNS) - The Intelligent Community 
Forum’s evaluation committee chose Tallinn as 
one of the seven most intelligent communities 
in the world for the fourth time.  

“This is a very big accomplishment—not a single 
other community has been able to remain among 
the top seven for so long,” said Mayor of Tallinn 
Edgar Savisaar. 

Tallinn shares the title of Top Seven Intelligent 
Communities of the Year 2010 with Arlington 
County, Virginia and the city of Dublin, Ohio in the 
USA, the city of Dundee in Scotland, the city of 
Eindhoven in the Netherlands, the city of Ottawa in 
Canada, and the city of Suwon in South Korea. 

Of the seven in the finals, the most intelligent will 
be chosen in May. Last year this honour was given 
to Stockholm, Sweden.  
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Population Decline in 2009 Smallest in 
Recent Years 

22 January (BNS) - The size of the population of 
Estonia decreased by about 400 people as a 
result of negative natural growth in 2009, 
marking the smallest annual drop since 1992, 
Statistics Estonia said on Friday.  

The population decline slowed down last year as 
a result of a smaller number of deaths. However, 
the number of live births decreased for the first time 
during the last eight years.  

During the year, 15 807 live births were 
registered in Estonia, 221 fewer than in 2008. The 
number of deaths was 16 201, which is about 500 
fewer than in the preceding year.  

By a preliminary estimate of Statistics Estonia, 
the country's population numbered 1 340 000 as on 
1 January 2010. The natural increase of population 
in Estonia has been negative since 1991. 

In 2009, 5 409 marriages were contracted and 3 
193 marriages were divorced, which is respectively 
718 and 308 less than in the year before. 
 
Estonia Clocks in New Cold Record for 
This Winter 

23 January (BNS) - The weather station of 
Jõgeva in eastern Estonia measured the 
country's new cold record for this winter at 
minus 31.5 degrees Celsius in the early hours 
of Saturday. The record was measured between 5 
and 6 a.m., said Miina Krabbi, departmental head at 
the Estonian Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology. 

The previous record for this winter was measured 
on 2 January also in Jõgeva, when the thermometer 
reading was 29.5 degrees below zero. 

Temperatures colder than that have been 
recorded in recent years at Tiirikoja on 20 January 
2006 – 32 degrees, and in Jõgeva on 11 January 
2003 – 36.7  degrees. Jõgeva also boasts Estonia's 
absolute cold record – minus 43.5 degrees –  
measured on 17 January 1940.  

Estonia on Friday saw the highest electricity 
consumption of so far this winter as its average 
consumption hit 1 511.3 megawatts at the peak 
consumption hour between 5 and 6 p.m., the 
transmission grid company Elering said. 

Air temperatures at the time were close to minus 
20 degrees in most of mainland Estonia and even 
lower in some places.  
 
Estonia Sending 27 Athletes to Vancouver 
Olympics 

22 January (BNS) - Estonia will send 27 athletes 
to the Winter Olympics in Vancouver, its 
biggest ever lineup for a winter Olympics. 

The executive of the Estonian Olympic Committee 
(EOC) on Friday endorsed the country's Olympic 
delegation made up of 27 competitors and 33 
coaches and other support staff.  

The athletes include 11 cross-country skiers, nine 
biathletes, five figure skaters and two alpine skiers. 
The executive endorsed the Olympic delegation 
unanimously, EOC President Mart Siimann told 
reporters. 

This is the largest number of athletes Estonia has 
ever sent to a winter Olympics. The country sent 26 
competitors to the Turin games in 2006 and 18 to 
Salt Lake City in 2002.  
 

Estonians Set Record for Going to Movies 
in 2009 

25 January (BNS) - With almost 1.8 million 
tickets sold during the year, Estonia in 2009 
recorded a bigger number of movie visits than 
in any other year since regaining its 
independence, the daily Postimees said.  

The 1 783 651 tickets sold means 1.33 visits per 
resident, one of the highest such ratios in eastern 
Europe, and box office revenue totalled 117 772 792 
kroons (7.5 million EUR).  

During the year 307 films were screened via the 
distribution network, of them 161 new and 146 old. 
The average price of a movie ticket last year was 66 
kroons (EUR 4.22), four kroons less than a year ago. 

The newspaper observed that also several other 
European countries, such as Spain, France and 
Poland, reported about a record or near record year 
in terms of movie audiences, and especially box 
office figures, in 2009.  

There were five 3D productions among the ten 
most viewed films in Estonia in 2009. These, in 
addition to the popular Avatar, are four children's or 
family animated films: “Ice Age 3”, “Bolt”, “Up”, and 
“Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs”. 

The newspaper points out that Estonian films -- 
four fiction films and three documentaries -- got 27 
679 visits. This equals a market share of 2.03%, 
and 1.63% if films in secondary distribution are 
excluded. By box office revenues the market share 
of Estonian films was 1.59%.  
 
 

ECONOMIC NEWS 
Estonia Holds 16th Position in World 
Economic Freedom Index  

20 January (BNS) - Estonia was in the 16th 
position in the world economic freedom index 
drawn up by the Heritage Foundation and Wall 
Street Journal, down three rungs compared 
with the index published last year. Lithuania 
was 29th, one place higher, and Latvia 50th, 
five places lower compared with last year's 
index. 

Finland is in the 17th position, just after Estonia, 
and Russia is still among those bringing up the rear, 
ranking 179th. Like last year, top of the list were 
Hong Kong, Singapore and Australia.  

Estonia got a better than average result in the 
sphere of business, the fiscal environment, 
investments and the financial environment. Estonia's 
result was weaker in terms of government 
expenditures, corruption and the labour market. 

The economic freedom fell in general in the world 
last year due to governments' greater interference 
into the economy in connection with the financial 
crisis.  
 
Nearly 101 Percent of Revenue Paid into 
Estonian Budget Last Year 

21 January (BNS) - The revenue inflow into the 
Estonian state budget in 2009 was 100.7% of 
the target, 85.7 billion kroons (EUR 5.48 b), 
and planned expenditures were made to the 
tune of 95.6% or 87.3 billion kroons, the 
Finance Ministry said. 

With the payment of foreign resources not taken 
into consideration the total expenditure of the state 
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budget was 7.7 billion kroons lower than in 2008, 
the ministry said. 

With external resources not taken into account, 
the state budget was in a cash-based surplus 
throughout the second half of the year. In November 
the government sector was in an accrued surplus for 
the third month running, mainly due to the surplus 
of state budget.  

Although it is very likely that the budget deficit 
remains within the Maastricht budget deficit limit, 
meeting of the criterion will appear from Statistics 
Estonia data to be released on 26 March.  

Of the revenue paid into the state budget last 
year 63.4 billion kroons was tax revenue and 22.3 
billion kroons non-tax revenue.  

In December the budget inflow was nine billion 
kroons, of which 6.1 billion was tax revenue and 2.9 
billion kroons non-tax revenue.  

The biggest expenditures paid out from the state 
budget during 2009 were 37.8 billion kroons for 
seven major social subsidies and 11 billion kroons 
foreign subsidies. 

The operating expenses of the state totalled 15.8 
billion kroons last year. In December, payments 
from the state budget totalled 9.3 billion kroons, of 
which 6.3 billion was paid out from revenues of the 
state and 2.6 billion kroons at the expense of foreign 
resources.  
 
LOT Polish Airlines to Launch Tallinn-
Warsaw Flight 

21 January (BNS) - The Polish national carrier 
LOT Polish Airlines will open regular flights 
between Tallinn and Warsaw in the summer 
season. The flights will be daily starting from 10 
May. 

"I am convinced that Warsaw will become an 
important business and tourism destination as well 
as a major transit station for ongoing flights to 
Europe, the Middle East and North America," Board 
Chairman of Tallinna Lennujaam (Tallinn Airport) 
Rein Loik said. 

Arrival of an additional company to the Estonian 
aviation market is extremely positive for Tallinn 
Airport and testifies to the continued attractiveness 
and competitiveness of the airport as well as the 
destination.  

LOT Polish Airlines operates since 1929 and flies 
to nearly 50 destinations at the moment. In 2008 
LOT carried nearly four million passengers. 

A new Lufthansa line from Munich will launch 
flights to Tallinn in March.  
 
Use of Timber in Electricity Generation 
Has Created Up To 500 New Jobs 

21 January (BNS) - In the opinion of the 
Estonian State Forests Management Center 
(RMK) use of renewable energy in the Vao and 
Narva power plants has given an impetus to 
forestry and has created from 300 to 500 new 
jobs in the sector by the present. 

The opportunity of selling low-quality timber to 
electricity and thermal energy generators has 
increased the security of managers of both private 
and state forests, Elina Kink, head of 
communications at RMK, told BNS. 

RMK sells wood chips to Narva Elektrijaamad AS 
(Narva Power Plants), a subsidiary of Eesti Energia 
power utility, and Tallinna Kute to the Vao power 
plant controlled by the international Dalkia group.  

According to estimates RMK sells to the Narva 
Power Plants about 17 000 cubic meters and to the 
Vao Power Plant about 6 000 cubic meters a month. 
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